


THE PRESENT STATE O F  CONFESSIONAL LUTHERANISM 

I N  AMERICA AND THE WORLD 

by W,M. Oesch* 

FI RST LECTURE: BACKGROUND OF THE PRESENT SITUATION 

Dear and honored fellow-Lutherans: 

To b e  honored t o  d e l i v e r  one of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
Reformation Lec tures  a t  your i n s t i t u t i o n  -- a s  d i d  
a l s o  P a s t o r  Marquart and D r .  Sasse  -- is  indeed a 
p r i v i l e g e ,  and r i g h t  now I ' m  f e e l i n g  t h e  impact of 
t he  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  speak i n  t h e  f a c e  of a c r i s i s  de- 
velopment i n  American Lutheranism. May God guide us  
everywhere and here .  

W e  a l l  a r e  humbly aware of God's f i r s t  chap te r  
on humi l i t y  s p e l l e d  ou t  i n  Mary's Magnif icat :  "Holy 
i s  h i s  name. And h i s  mercy i s  on those  who f e a r  him ... H e  ha s  s c a t t e r e d  t h e  proud i n  t h e  imaginat ion of 
t h e i r  h e a r t s . "  The outward course  of church h i s t o r y  
is  a cons tan t  r e p e t i t i o n  of I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y ,  which 
eve r  was d e f e c t i n g  and then  s u b j e c t e d  t o  enemy r u l e .  
When i n d i v i d u a l  o r  co rpo ra t i ve  p r i d e  r a i s e s  i t s  ugly  
head too  h igh ,  God i s  wont t o  r e a c t  i n  t h a t  H e  Him- 
s e l f  t a k e s  t h e  pu re  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  Gospel away. 
The c r y  "Ichabod" pursues and quick ly  over takes  a l s o  

*Author's Note: The Reformation Lec tures  
de l ive red  on October 30th and 31s t  at 
Bethany Lutheran College,  Mankato, Minn , , 
a r e  he re  presented  i n  t h e  form i n  which 
they  were prepared f o r  pub l i ca t ion .  The 
o r a l  p r e s e n t a t  ion d i f f e r e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
P a r t s  I1 and 111, i n  s u b s t i t u t i n g  f o r  sec-  
t i o n s  of  t h e  w r i t t e n ,  d e t a i l e d  m a t e r i a l  
c e r t a i n  ex tempore approaches t o  t h e  aud- 
i ence .  
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c o n f e s s i o n a l  s e c u r i t y .  "The g lo ry  ha s  depar ted  from 
I s r a e l ,  f o r  t h e  a r k  of God has  been captured."  Be-  
cause of t h e  e r a d i c a b l e  c r av ing  i n  man everywhere f o r  
be ing  t h e  person h imse l f ,  Babylon i s  f o r  f r e e  Zion 
eve r  j u s t  around t h e  co rne r ,  and t h e  hidden,  i n c a l -  
c u l a b l e  God (Luther  's " ~ e u s  abscondi tus")  lets  t h e  
enemy ascend i n  a  tw ink l ing .  God most s u r e l y  wants 
t h e  congrega t ions  of t h e  t h r i c e  b l e s s e d  New Testa-  
ment Zion t o  remain l o y a l ,  t o  'ho ld  r a s t  what thou  
h a s t  till I come', t o  b e  ' f a i t h f u l  un to  d e a t h ' .  But 
H i s  judgments s h a t t e r  s e c u r i t y ,  

I n  view of t h a t ,  what we need i n  approaching 
such days a s  ours  i s  a l s o  a  s p e c i a l  type  of wisdom. 
I choose t o  c a l l  i t  ' i n t e r c o n t i n e n t a l  and i n t e r h i s -  
t o r i c a l  h u m i l i t y ' .  I mean a  humbleness which l i s t e n s  
t o  a l l  of ~ o d ' s  a c t s  i n  church h i s t o r y  up t o  t h i s  t ime 
and ex tends  i t s  awareness n o t  j u s t  t o  one nook of t h e  
world b u t  a s  f a r  a s  i t  can and n o t e s  what is  going 
on i n  a l l  con t inen t s .  God wants u s  i n  our  days t o  
watch wha t ' s  g l o b a l l y  working t oge the r .  Such are 
t h e  ausp i ce s  f o r  m e ,  a s  a  German Lutheran Free  Church 
man, t o  add re s s  you a s  Lutheran church men and church 
people  of America. I add t o  s ay  t h a t  w e  of t h e  G e r -  
man mino r i t y  t h a t  s t i l l  i s  Lutheran a r e  eve r  t h a n k f u l  
f o r  what you a s  f a i t h f u l  b r e t h r e n  r e g i s t e r  more e a s i l y  
from t h e  o u t s i d e  when observ ing  how we work. 

The theme ass igned  covers  a  v a s t  f i e l d  indeed ,  
"The S t a t e  of Confess iona l  Lutheranism i n  America 
and i n  t h e  Worldt'. S ince  t h e  Reformation s t a r t e d  
from Germany a s  Europe 's  c e n t e r  and s i n c e ,  t o  t h i s  
day, f a t a l  d e v i a t i o n s  i n  Lutheranism a r e  wont a l s o  
t o  t ake  t h e i r  o r i g i n  from Germany ( o r ,  perhaps,  from 
close-by Scandinav ia ) ,  you w i l l  expect  m e  t o  s t a r t  

ou t  w i t h  Europe and t hen  t o  proceed t o  America. 

Th i s  morning's t a s k  is  t h e  background l e c t u r e  
l e ad ing  up t o  t h i n g s ,  and t h e  a f t e r n o o n ' s  ampler 
space  is t o  w r e s t l e  w i t h  t h e  ch i e f  concern,  t h e  pre- 

I 

i s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  i n  your America, 

I f  we t a k e  t h i s  morning's subtheme, namely, 
"background of t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n " ,  s e r i o u s l y  we 
cannot  l i m i t  i t  t o  an h i s t o r i c a l  approach, b u t  must 
f i r s t  have a  d o c t r i n a l  p a r t ,  I f  e v a l u a t i o n s  a r e  de- 
manded -- and they  a r e  -- n e i t h e r  your n o r  my s p i r i -  
t u a l i t y ,  a s  f a r  a s  p r e s e n t ,  can b e  normative.  We a l l  
must apply God's y a r d s t i c k .  Tha t ,  of course ,  does 
n o t  p r ec lude  t h a t  t h e  assessments  of ques t i ons  of 
h i s t o r y  which I make a r e  pe r sona l  ones ,  of one member 
of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  community, and no t  s imply b e  equated 
w i t h  God say ing  s o ,  

Pa r t  A:  Doctrinal Background of the  present  s i t u a t i o n  
of  Confessional Lutheranism 

The dogmatical  points o f  departure a r e  two, b u t  
c l o s e l y  jo ined ,  namely t he  ~ o r d  of God and the C?~,urch 
o f  God. 

The Word 

I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  dea r  f r i e n d s ,  bo th  your and 
my f a i t h  and your  and my congrega t ion  of God a r e  
i m p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  they  a r e  100% n o n - e n t i t i e s ,  u n l e s s  
t h e r e  i s  r e v e l a t i o n  f o r  l o s t ,  s i n f u l  man a b s o l u t e l y  
from t h e  o u t s i d e ,  from h igh  heavens,  and a t  t h a t  n o t  a  
s o r t  of r i d d l e ,  hover ing  over  us a t  some border  l i n e  
and n o t  coming down, b u t  r a t h e r  a  v i s i t  of God t h a t  
came i n t o  h i s t o r y ,  t h a t  reached mankind i n  t h e  f l e s h  
and t h a t  i s  s o  close-by t h a t  my f a i t h  can r e s t  on 
i t s  ve ry  spe l led-out  d i v i n e  word and t h a t  my and your 
whole congrega t ion  can judge of what t h e  p a s t o r  i s  
preach ing  and what we a l l  a r e  t o  proclaim t o  t h e  out- 
s i d e  world.  Th i s  r e v e l a t i o n  came through Je sus  C h r i s t ,  
THE WORD (John I ) ,  and became v o c a l  i n  advance b e f o r e  
t h e  i n c a r n a t i o n  through t h e  p rophe t s  and a f t e r  our  
Lord 's  r e s u r r e c t i o n  was passed on t o  us by H i s  chosen 
a p o s t l e s  ( a s s o c i a t e s  inc luded)  , ending  w i t h  S t .  John. 
 on' t l e t  proud academicians  dece ive  you when they  
s u b s t i t u t e  mys te r ious ,  mys t i fy ing  t a l k  f o r  S c r i p t u r e  
and s t r a i g h t  d o c t r i n e ,  a s  d i d  L ibe ra l i sm  f o r  a  cen- 
t u r y ,  a s  does Neo-Orthodoxy r i g h t  now even a t  t h e  
Wit tenbergs  of America's Luther land.  The whole B ib l e  
resounds w i t h  "The Lord h a t h  sa id" ;  J e sus  s a y s  "It is  
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wri t ten"  t o  the  tempter; Hebrews ends, "He hath  said" 
(13: 5 ) .  The adamant demand is  t h a t  a l l  t h a t  i s  thus  
revealed t o  us  be  taught  (Matt. 28: 19, Acts 20: 26. 
27) and t h a t  no fore ign  ma t t e r s ,  not  revealed from 
high,  be  added t h e r e t o  by pain of excommunication 
(Gal. 1: 8.9; 2 John 9-11; Rev. 22: 18.19). 

Tied up with t h i s  d e f i n i t e  and p ropos i t iona l  
form of t h e  Word i s  the  content  of a l l  t r u e  message 
i n  the  Church. I f  t h i s  i s  not  Law and Gospel, then 
we're a l l  l o s t ,  a l l  along t h e  l i n e .  I f  i n  t h e  Word 
t h e r e  i s  not  Law d iv ine ly  given, demanding the  whole 
h e a r t  and i n s i s t i n g  on conforming a c t s ,  i f  we r a t h e r  
meet an ever -changing , humanly determined make- 
believe-law, then a s  a  matter  of course we continue 
t o  deceive ourselves concerning our condit ion.  The 
rock bottom l e v e l  of our consciences i s  no t  reached. 
But we now come t o  t h e  supreme th ing .  I f  t h e  Gospel 
is no t  t h e  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  higher  and f i n a l  Word 
of God, we remain i n  our unbe l i e f ,  i n  our misbe l i e f ,  
i n  our damning and r u l i n g  s i n s ,  and a r e  never granted 
by God the  f a i t h  i n  Jesus Chr i s t  and i n  t h e  Tr iune  
God. "For Chr i s t  i s  the  end of t h e  law f o r  r ighteous-  
ness  t o  everyone t h a t  be l ieveth"  (Rom. 10: 4) .  The 
Holy S p i r i t  comes i n ,  t o  give t o  us the  "Yea and 
Amen;" t h e  f a i t h  He c r e a t e s  answers only t o  f r e e  
Good News which does not  demand, b u t  gives away 
heaven t o  t h e  g u i l t y  and thus  enables us t o  conquer 
s i n ,  t o  rebuff  Satan,  t o  avoid h e l l  and go t o  heaven. 
"This i s  the  v i c t o r y  t h a t  overcomes the  world, even 
our f a i t h . .  . t h a t  Jesus  i s  t h e  Son of God" ( 1  John 
5: 4.5) .  

The Church 
a 

I f  t h i s  r eve la t ion  from above takes you and me 
t o  God and the re fo re  t o  heaven (even though weakness 
remains i n  t h i s  present  l i f e ,  a s  we mournfully con- 
f e s s  i n  t h e  5 t h  p e t i t i o n ) ,  then t h i s  message from 
t h e  ou t s ide  i s  a l s o  t h e  only th ing  t h a t  t i e s  us to- 
gether  i n  t h e  One Holy Chr i s t i an  Church of b e l i e v e r s .  
I f  i t  wouldntt  be f o r  t h i s ,  i f  we wouldn't have hea- 

ven's colony a l ready he re  on e a r t h ,  then we would not  
j o i n t l y  a l ready be members of Chr i s t  t he  Head, whom 
we a l l  adore unseen till we s e e  H i m  yonder, To c l inch  
the  argument: It i s  only t h e  non-law, r a d i c a l ,  t o t a l  
Good News which i s  good news a t  a l l ,  It i s  only 
the  sermon: "It i s  f in i shed  by t h e  s a c r i f i c e  and 
v i c t o r y  i n  our s t ead  of Jesus  Chr i s t ,  God's e t e r n a l  
Son Who, while remaining d iv ine ,  became human", which 
c r e a t e s  the  Church and which i s  t h e  one t i e  Pinking 
up t h e  Church, person by person, t o  Chr is t  and t o  one 
another ,  

This  takes  up t o  t h e  l a s t ,  more d i f f i c u l t  doc- 
t r i n a l  s t e p  on which i n  p a r t i c u l a r  everything i n  
these  Reformation Lectures i s  based, L e t ' s  make 
s u r e  of the  "givens" s o  f a r .  W e  t a lked  of Law and 
Gospel ( t h e  Law a l s o  teaching c l e a r l y  how t o  l i v e ,  
i f  we a r e  God's but  s t i l l  have t h e  f l e s h ) ,  and w e  
made t h i s  message out t o  be  p ropos i t iona l  r e v e l a t i o n ,  
It i s  God t h e  Holy S p i r i t  who through t h i s  message 
implants f a i t h  i n  count less  h e a r t s  i n  a l l  times and 
climes, 

Here's t h e  first roa&Zock aga ins t  proceeding 
i n  dead ea rnes t  with the  Church, Fa i th  is never seen 
by men i n  s p i t e  of i t s  ever  s o  pa lpable  f r u i t s ;  no 
one can s t ake  h i s  s a l v a t i o n  on t h e  o ther  person's  
f a i t h ,  However note:  t o t a l l y  out  of the  unknown and 
perceivably i n t o  t h e  l i g h t  has  emerged t h e  message, 
 ruth's doc t r ine ,  The v e h i c l e  which conveys Chr i s t  
t o  us and c r e a t e s  the  Church a s  t h e  Holy S p i r i t ' s  
domain does s t e p  out  i n t o  t h e  open where i t  can be  
perceived, where i t  can be  proved from Holy W r i t ,  
where i t  even can, i n  the  sacraments,  become some- 
th ing  touchable, That o f f e r s  he lp  aga ins t  t h e  f i r s t  
"but" and y i e l d s  t o  us dec i s ive  edi fy ing  doc t r ine .  
Thus i t  is t h a t  the  One Holy Chr i s t i an  Church while  
t o t a l l y  h id  from view a s  f a r  a s  f a i t h  i n  the  h e a r t s  
goes y e t  has most d e f i n i t e  c r e a t i v e  agents ,  and these  
a r e  t h e  legible signs or  marks (Lat in  NOTAE) s o  t h a t  
he may run who reads them, They a r e  c o r r e c t l y  c a l l e d  
notes  by which the  e t e r n a l  community which the  Holy 
S p i r i t  c a l l s  i n t o  being on e a r t h  can be  r e g i s t e r e d  



wri t ten"  t o  the  tempter; Hebrews ends, "He hath  said" 
(13: 5 ) .  The adamant demand is  t h a t  a l l  t h a t  i s  thus  
revealed t o  us  be  taught  (Matt. 28: 19, Acts 20: 26. 
27) and t h a t  no fore ign  ma t t e r s ,  not  revealed from 
high,  be  added t h e r e t o  by pain of excommunication 
(Gal. 1: 8.9; 2 John 9-11; Rev. 22: 18.19). 

Tied up with t h i s  d e f i n i t e  and p ropos i t iona l  
form of t h e  Word i s  the  content  of a l l  t r u e  message 
i n  the  Church. I f  t h i s  i s  not  Law and Gospel, then 
we're a l l  l o s t ,  a l l  along t h e  l i n e .  I f  i n  t h e  Word 
t h e r e  i s  not  Law d iv ine ly  given, demanding the  whole 
h e a r t  and i n s i s t i n g  on conforming a c t s ,  i f  we r a t h e r  
meet an ever -changing , humanly determined make- 
believe-law, then a s  a  matter  of course we continue 
t o  deceive ourselves concerning our condit ion.  The 
rock bottom l e v e l  of our consciences i s  no t  reached. 
But we now come t o  t h e  supreme th ing .  I f  t h e  Gospel 
is no t  t h e  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  higher  and f i n a l  Word 
of God, we remain i n  our unbe l i e f ,  i n  our misbe l i e f ,  
i n  our damning and r u l i n g  s i n s ,  and a r e  never granted 
by God the  f a i t h  i n  Jesus Chr i s t  and i n  t h e  Tr iune  
God. "For Chr i s t  i s  the  end of t h e  law f o r  r ighteous-  
ness  t o  everyone t h a t  be l ieveth"  (Rom. 10: 4) .  The 
Holy S p i r i t  comes i n ,  t o  give t o  us the  "Yea and 
Amen;" t h e  f a i t h  He c r e a t e s  answers only t o  f r e e  
Good News which does not  demand, b u t  gives away 
heaven t o  t h e  g u i l t y  and thus  enables us t o  conquer 
s i n ,  t o  rebuff  Satan,  t o  avoid h e l l  and go t o  heaven. 
"This i s  the  v i c t o r y  t h a t  overcomes the  world, even 
our f a i t h . .  . t h a t  Jesus  i s  t h e  Son of God" ( 1  John 
5: 4.5) .  

The Church 
a 

I f  t h i s  r eve la t ion  from above takes you and me 
t o  God and the re fo re  t o  heaven (even though weakness 
remains i n  t h i s  present  l i f e ,  a s  we mournfully con- 
f e s s  i n  t h e  5 t h  p e t i t i o n ) ,  then t h i s  message from 
t h e  ou t s ide  i s  a l s o  t h e  only th ing  t h a t  t i e s  us to- 
gether  i n  t h e  One Holy Chr i s t i an  Church of b e l i e v e r s .  
I f  i t  wouldntt  be f o r  t h i s ,  i f  we wouldn't have hea- 

ven's colony a l ready he re  on e a r t h ,  then we would not  
j o i n t l y  a l ready be members of Chr i s t  t he  Head, whom 
we a l l  adore unseen till we s e e  H i m  yonder, To c l inch  
the  argument: It i s  only t h e  non-law, r a d i c a l ,  t o t a l  
Good News which i s  good news a t  a l l ,  It i s  only 
the  sermon: "It i s  f in i shed  by t h e  s a c r i f i c e  and 
v i c t o r y  i n  our s t ead  of Jesus  Chr i s t ,  God's e t e r n a l  
Son Who, while remaining d iv ine ,  became human", which 
c r e a t e s  the  Church and which i s  t h e  one t i e  Pinking 
up t h e  Church, person by person, t o  Chr is t  and t o  one 
another ,  

This  takes  up t o  t h e  l a s t ,  more d i f f i c u l t  doc- 
t r i n a l  s t e p  on which i n  p a r t i c u l a r  everything i n  
these  Reformation Lectures i s  based, L e t ' s  make 
s u r e  of the  "givens" s o  f a r .  W e  t a lked  of Law and 
Gospel ( t h e  Law a l s o  teaching c l e a r l y  how t o  l i v e ,  
i f  we a r e  God's but  s t i l l  have t h e  f l e s h ) ,  and w e  
made t h i s  message out t o  be  p ropos i t iona l  r e v e l a t i o n ,  
It i s  God t h e  Holy S p i r i t  who through t h i s  message 
implants f a i t h  i n  count less  h e a r t s  i n  a l l  times and 
climes, 

Here's t h e  first roa&Zock aga ins t  proceeding 
i n  dead ea rnes t  with the  Church, Fa i th  is never seen 
by men i n  s p i t e  of i t s  ever  s o  pa lpable  f r u i t s ;  no 
one can s t ake  h i s  s a l v a t i o n  on t h e  o ther  person's  
f a i t h ,  However note:  t o t a l l y  out  of the  unknown and 
perceivably i n t o  t h e  l i g h t  has  emerged t h e  message, 
 ruth's doc t r ine ,  The v e h i c l e  which conveys Chr i s t  
t o  us and c r e a t e s  the  Church a s  t h e  Holy S p i r i t ' s  
domain does s t e p  out  i n t o  t h e  open where i t  can be  
perceived, where i t  can be  proved from Holy W r i t ,  
where i t  even can, i n  the  sacraments,  become some- 
th ing  touchable, That o f f e r s  he lp  aga ins t  t h e  f i r s t  
"but" and y i e l d s  t o  us dec i s ive  edi fy ing  doc t r ine .  
Thus i t  is t h a t  the  One Holy Chr i s t i an  Church while  
t o t a l l y  h id  from view a s  f a r  a s  f a i t h  i n  the  h e a r t s  
goes y e t  has most d e f i n i t e  c r e a t i v e  agents ,  and these  
a r e  t h e  legible signs or  marks (Lat in  NOTAE) s o  t h a t  
he may run who reads them, They a r e  c o r r e c t l y  c a l l e d  
notes  by which the  e t e r n a l  community which the  Holy 
S p i r i t  c a l l s  i n t o  being on e a r t h  can be  r e g i s t e r e d  



a t  f i x e d  p l ace s .  So I a s  a  C h r i s t i a n  can know e x a c t l y  
uhew heaven 's  colony i s  t o  which I be long  through 
J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  where I must be  b r o t h e r  t o  b r e t h r e n  
and, j o i n i n g  hands w i th  them, do C h r i s t ' s  own work 
among men, 

The import r e q u i r e s  one word more. It i s  ev i -  
den t  t h a t  t h e  token,  t h e  v e r i t a b l e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
ca rd  of God's assembly i s  d i v i n e  preaching acco rd ing  
t o  t h e  S c r i p t u r e ,  supported by t h e  Gospelv s ho ly  
sacraments ,  "Fa i t h  cometh by preaching,  and preach ing  
by t he  Word of Chr i s t "  [by H i s  send ing  t h e  a p o s t l e s  
-- adapt ion  of Lu the r ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n ] ,  Rom. 10: 17. 
Gospel is  Gospel. But l e t  u s  b e  c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  
a s s o c i a t e  t h e  One Holy C h r i s t i a n  Church a t  once w i t h  
a  beggar ly  d i m i n u i t i v e  r e s i d u e  of Gospel, even though 
t h e  Holy Chost may s t i l l  use  it. There i s ,  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  p l ace ,  no Gospel whatever except  i n  a  d i v i n e l y  
g iven  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  Law. It i s  i t s e l f  by d e f i n i -  
t i o n  non-law, a b s o l u t i o n  from t h e  Law, y e t  t h i s  pre- 
c i s e l y  by t h e  Son of God's s u b s t i t u t i o n a r y  work and 
pas s ion  under t h e  Law. And such j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by 
f a i t h ' s  non-meri tor ious  accep tance  moreover v ind i -  
c a t e s  t h e  d i v i n e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  by c r e a t i n g  a  h e a r t  
which w i l l  g l a d l y  do God's w i l l  a s  set  f o r t h  i n  H i s  
ho ly  demands. Again, t h e  Gospel, w h i l e  i t  o p e r a t e s  
a s  God's s h o t  f i r e d  s t r a i g h t  a t  t h e  h e a r t ,  a c q u i t t i n g  
man of s i n  and g r a n t i n g  him t h e  chi ldhood of t h e  
E t e r n a l  Fa the r ,  is i n  i t s  essence  n o t  an a r b i t r a r y  
unconnected b o l t  from heaven. A s  w e  have s een  i t  
is  t i e d  bo th  t o  what t h e  Tr iune  God and C h r i s t ,  t h e  
Son Who became man, i s  and a l s o  t o  what H e  d i d ,  
does ,  and w i l l  do. It i s  f a s t ened  t o  a  v a s t  expanse 
of h i s t o r i c a l  r e v e l a t i o n ,  beg inn ing  w i t h  God's 
speaking i n  Pa rad i s e .  To g ive  i t  a  t u r n  s t r i c t l y  
p a r a l l e l  -- t h e  Good News  i s  i n e v i t a b l y  p a r t  and 
p a r c e l  of a  d o c t r i n a l  whole, t o  a  body whose p a r t s  
( t h e  Church s ays ,  a r t i c l e s ) ,  i n t e r a c t .  Accordingly,  
where t h i s  p reach ing  and i n s t r u c t i n g  i s ,  eve r  i t s e l f  
t he  upshot  of God's i n t e g r a t i o n ,  a l s o  where b a p t i z i n g  
and communing connected t he r ewi th  go on, t h e r e  on ly  
is  t h e  UNA SANCTA. Only t h e r e  is C h r i s t ' s  Holy Br ide  
w i t h  s i n s  fo rg iven ,  w i th  C h r i s t ' s  S p i r i t  r u l i n g  i n  

b e l i e v i n g  h e a r t s ,  

I f  men permi t  only a  f l a s h  of t h e  t o t a l  l i g h t  
t o  come through, there"  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  whole Sun 
behind i t ,  and i f  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  the reby  e n l i g h t e n s ,  
i t  i s  t h e  Sun ' s  work. 

This  c a l l s  f o r  a  p r o t e c t i v e  n o t e  i n  between, 
We have s t a r t e d  ou t  by emphasizing t h a t  t h e  Holg 
Scripture and t h e  Law and Gospel issues a r e  r e a l l y  
a l l  one grand to ta l ;  i n  consequence t h e r e  can b e  no 
t ype  of church i s s u e s  c e n t r a l  o r  p e r i p h e r a l  o u t s i d e  
of i t s  p a l e ,  It i s  only w i th  such a s  accep t  t h i s  
premise t h a t  we can go on,  Not a  word of our  f u r t h e r  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  t o  b e  wasted on confused d i s p u t e r s  
o r  on enemies. Whoever i s o l a t e s  a  B i b l e  passage  
may c a r r y  on h i s  wrangl ing w i t h  ph i losophers .  Accor- 
d ing  t o  Rom, 15: 4 and 2 Tim, 3: 16,E7, t h e  B i b l e  i s  
C h r i s t ' s  u n i t ;  and o u t s i d e  of t h e  vfgivenness"  of t h e  
Law and t h e  Gospel i n  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  and a p o s t o l i c  
Word which now reaches  us  d i r e c t l y  only i n  t h e  B i b l e ,  
C h r i s t  i s  n o t  preached a t  a l l ,  The Sun is t h e  Sun, 
I n  p a r t i c u l a r  German post-Lutheran theology under 
Lutheran name h a s  t o  t h i s  day been a  shock t o  t h e  
whole world s f  b e l i e v e r s ,  a  warning t o  make i t  p l a i n  
t h a t  t h e  Church cannot s t a n d ,  as i t  were,  on one f o o t  
on ly ,  i n c e s s a n t l y  t a l k i n g  Law and Gospel and j u s t i -  
f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h  a lone  i n  a  l oose  way, y e t  dep r iv ing  
C h r i s t ' s  B ib l e  of H i s  a u t h o r i t y .  There j u s t  is  no 
C h r i s t  l e f t  b e f o r e  you e v e r  t u r n  your  head around, 
P r e c i s e l y  t h i s  i s  what is  r e c u r r i n g  t r a g i c a l l y  now 
i n  top  p l ace s  of your  l a r g e  American synods,  I n t e l -  
l e c t u a l s  a r e  throwing o f f  b a l l a s t  t o  p l e a s e  t h e  whims 
of man who doesn" want t o  b e l i e v e  t oo  much, a s  d i d  
Europe 's  Enlightenment s a v a n t s  250 y e a r s  ago, and 
l i k e  them tempting God t o  own up t o  i t  a s  a  minimum 
God how l i t t l e ,  d i sconnec ted ,  and garb led  a  "Good 
News" H e  can u se ,  Theref o r e  w e  d a r e  n o t  l e t  go t h e  
r u l e  of "sound doc t r i ne" ,  We must con t inue  t o  make 
it a l l  ou t  t o  b e  one u n i t  i s s u e  and l e t  no one m i s -  
l e ad  us  i n t o  i r r e l e v a n t  c a r t r o a d s ,  o f f  t h e  grand 
highway of preaching t h e  Whole C h r i s t  Only. Luther  
s ays :  Simply s t o p  a rgu ing  about  any d i v i n e  t r u t h ,  



a t  f i x e d  p l ace s .  So I a s  a  C h r i s t i a n  can know e x a c t l y  
uhew heaven 's  colony i s  t o  which I be long  through 
J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  where I must be  b r o t h e r  t o  b r e t h r e n  
and, j o i n i n g  hands w i th  them, do C h r i s t ' s  own work 
among men, 

The import r e q u i r e s  one word more. It i s  ev i -  
den t  t h a t  t h e  token,  t h e  v e r i t a b l e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
ca rd  of God's assembly i s  d i v i n e  preaching acco rd ing  
t o  t h e  S c r i p t u r e ,  supported by t h e  Gospelv s ho ly  
sacraments ,  "Fa i t h  cometh by preaching,  and preach ing  
by t he  Word of Chr i s t "  [by H i s  send ing  t h e  a p o s t l e s  
-- adapt ion  of Lu the r ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n ] ,  Rom. 10: 17. 
Gospel is  Gospel. But l e t  u s  b e  c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  
a s s o c i a t e  t h e  One Holy C h r i s t i a n  Church a t  once w i t h  
a  beggar ly  d i m i n u i t i v e  r e s i d u e  of Gospel, even though 
t h e  Holy Chost may s t i l l  use  it. There i s ,  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  p l ace ,  no Gospel whatever except  i n  a  d i v i n e l y  
g iven  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  Law. It i s  i t s e l f  by d e f i n i -  
t i o n  non-law, a b s o l u t i o n  from t h e  Law, y e t  t h i s  pre- 
c i s e l y  by t h e  Son of God's s u b s t i t u t i o n a r y  work and 
pas s ion  under t h e  Law. And such j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by 
f a i t h ' s  non-meri tor ious  accep tance  moreover v ind i -  
c a t e s  t h e  d i v i n e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  by c r e a t i n g  a  h e a r t  
which w i l l  g l a d l y  do God's w i l l  a s  set  f o r t h  i n  H i s  
ho ly  demands. Again, t h e  Gospel, w h i l e  i t  o p e r a t e s  
a s  God's s h o t  f i r e d  s t r a i g h t  a t  t h e  h e a r t ,  a c q u i t t i n g  
man of s i n  and g r a n t i n g  him t h e  chi ldhood of t h e  
E t e r n a l  Fa the r ,  is i n  i t s  essence  n o t  an a r b i t r a r y  
unconnected b o l t  from heaven. A s  w e  have s een  i t  
is  t i e d  bo th  t o  what t h e  Tr iune  God and C h r i s t ,  t h e  
Son Who became man, i s  and a l s o  t o  what H e  d i d ,  
does ,  and w i l l  do. It i s  f a s t ened  t o  a  v a s t  expanse 
of h i s t o r i c a l  r e v e l a t i o n ,  beg inn ing  w i t h  God's 
speaking i n  Pa rad i s e .  To g ive  i t  a  t u r n  s t r i c t l y  
p a r a l l e l  -- t h e  Good News  i s  i n e v i t a b l y  p a r t  and 
p a r c e l  of a  d o c t r i n a l  whole, t o  a  body whose p a r t s  
( t h e  Church s ays ,  a r t i c l e s ) ,  i n t e r a c t .  Accordingly,  
where t h i s  p reach ing  and i n s t r u c t i n g  i s ,  eve r  i t s e l f  
t he  upshot  of God's i n t e g r a t i o n ,  a l s o  where b a p t i z i n g  
and communing connected t he r ewi th  go on, t h e r e  on ly  
is  t h e  UNA SANCTA. Only t h e r e  is C h r i s t ' s  Holy Br ide  
w i t h  s i n s  fo rg iven ,  w i th  C h r i s t ' s  S p i r i t  r u l i n g  i n  

b e l i e v i n g  h e a r t s ,  

I f  men permi t  only a  f l a s h  of t h e  t o t a l  l i g h t  
t o  come through, there"  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  whole Sun 
behind i t ,  and i f  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  the reby  e n l i g h t e n s ,  
i t  i s  t h e  Sun ' s  work. 

This  c a l l s  f o r  a  p r o t e c t i v e  n o t e  i n  between, 
We have s t a r t e d  ou t  by emphasizing t h a t  t h e  Holg 
Scripture and t h e  Law and Gospel issues a r e  r e a l l y  
a l l  one grand to ta l ;  i n  consequence t h e r e  can b e  no 
t ype  of church i s s u e s  c e n t r a l  o r  p e r i p h e r a l  o u t s i d e  
of i t s  p a l e ,  It i s  only w i th  such a s  accep t  t h i s  
premise t h a t  we can go on,  Not a  word of our  f u r t h e r  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  t o  b e  wasted on confused d i s p u t e r s  
o r  on enemies. Whoever i s o l a t e s  a  B i b l e  passage  
may c a r r y  on h i s  wrangl ing w i t h  ph i losophers .  Accor- 
d ing  t o  Rom, 15: 4 and 2 Tim, 3: 16,E7, t h e  B i b l e  i s  
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a l s o  about  t h e  Church, i f  people  w i l l  n o t  l e t  t h e  
p rophe t i c - apos to l i c  Word, given t o  mankind from t h e  
o u t s i d e ,  have t h e  l a s t  s ay ,  Where people  o b j e c t  
t h a t  "God h a s  no v o c a l  chords",  b e  d i v i n e l y  c e r t a i n  
w i t h  Ps.  115 t h a t  He who c r e a t e d  speech and organs 
of speech can speak,  H e  who gave e a r s  can h e a r ,  and 
d i smiss  such s c o f f i n g  p r o f e s s o r s .  I f  wisecracks  
have d i scovered  250 y e a r s  ago t h a t  h i s t o r y ,  a s  a  
s e l f - con t a ined  and t o t a l l y  in te rdependent  u n i t ,  is  
a l l  on one l e v e l  and t h a t  n e i t h e r  God nor  Sa t an  can 
g e t  i n  and upse t  t h e  c a r t  ( t h i s  i s  t h e  Axiom No. I 
behind t h e  so-ca l led  h i s t o r i c o - c r i t i c a l  method of 
v i v i s e c t i n g  S c r i p t u r e s ) ,  t e l l  them i t ' s  a  l i e  because 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  m i r ac l e  d i d  happen, " the  Word became 
f l e s h "  (John 1: 14 ) .  Expla in  B i b l e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a s  
d i l i g e n t l y  a s  William Arndt f o r  l o v e ' s  sake ,  b u t  n o t  
f o r  wisdom's sake ,  Stop s h o r t  t o  remember t h a t ,  
because our t ype  of s c i e n t i f i c  o r  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  
t e c h n i c a l  language is  never  used i n  t h e  B ib l e ,  which 
r a t h e r  simply aims a t  speaking t o  consc iences  and 
h e a r t s ,  most i ne r r ancy  arguments w i th  t h e i r  avalan-  
ches of qu ibb l ing  m i s s  t h e  whole po in t  i n  advance, 
J u s t  i n  t h i s  p l a i n  unsoph i s t i c a t ed  language no th ing  
b u t  t r u e  s t o r y  i s  t o l d  and is t o  b e  accepted a s  God 
hav ing  s o  permi t ted  t h i n g s  t o  happen o r  done t h i n g s  
e i t h e r  a s  Judge o r  Redeemer. (Rom. 15: 4) 

Two E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  Pe rve r s ions  Coalescing 

Confront ing t oday ' s  main church dream t h a t  a l l  
who i s  any s ense  are c a l l e d  C h r i s t i a n  c o n s t i t u t e  
j o i n t l y  t h e  one v i s i b l e  and i n s e p a r a b l e  Church of 
C h r i s t ,  I assume t h a t  you w i l l  ag r ee  t h a t  t h e  sad  
f a i l u r e  of c u r r e n t  ecumenism is  n o t  t o  t a k e  d o c t r i n e  
o r  t r u t h  o r  even C h r i s t  s e r i o u s l y  a t  a l l .  Fur ther -  
more, a l s o  t hose  i n  t h i s  world-wide movement who 
g ive  ev idence  of b a s i c  C h r i s t i a n  knowledge and a t t i -  
tude  a r e  y e t  t o t a l l y  unable  t o  see t h a t  tuo insepa-  
r a b l e  New Testament and Ref ormation d e c i s i o n s  a r e  
involved.  Kindly mark t h e  emphasis : two. l )  

The f i r s t  point of d i v i n e  i n s t r u c t i o n  and d i r e c -  
t i o n  is directed against the heresy of  personal v i s i -  
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b i l i t y  of the One Church. Thi s  c o a r s e s t  he r e sy  i s  
undone by t h e  c e n t r a l  t r u t h  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by 
f a i t h ,  S ince  on ly  f a i t h  i n  ~ h r i s t ' s  merits saves  
f o r  t i m e  and e t e r n i t y ,  t h e  S a v i o r ' s  Kingdom i s  n o t  
of t h i s  world,  i t  cannot  be  comprised i n  p a r t  of 
unbe l i eve r s ,  and i t s  u n i t y  cannot  c o n s i s t  i n  outward 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

What seems more important  y e t  f o r  our  days i s  
t h e  second d e c i s i o n  of God's Word. Th i s  i s  d i r e c t e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  more c r a f t y  he re sy  of mys t ic  Enthusiasm, 
of s e l f  -wi l led  Schwaermerei, extending  i n e v i t a b l y  
a l s o  t o  a l l  types  of modern L ibe ra l i sm  and Exis ten-  
t i a l i s m .  E r r o r ,  on t h e  second count, attempts t o  
tear  the C"nurch away from the  audible and tangible 
means o f  grace which have t h e  given Word of God i n  
t h e  B i b l e  behind them, The Church i s  then  undone 
no less. The "broad church" approach j u s t  wants 
u n i t y .  But t h e  Church's oneness t hen  e i t h e r  evapo- 
r a t e s  i n t o  j u s t  an escape  dream up i n  t h e  sky,  o r ,  
i f  a r d e n t l y  pursued, appears  a s  t h e  product  of men, 
of p ious  and ve ry  o f t e n  even l i b e r a l ,  humanis t ic  
men, It t a k e s  t h e  shape of something t o  be  brought  
about  by s e n t i m e n t a l  t oge the rnes s ,  by a sk ing  no  ques- 
t i o n s  about  d o c t r i n e  and be ing  o b l i v i o u s  of God's 
adamant i n j u n c t i o n  n o t  t o  t each  o therwise ,  p r e t end ing  
t o  escape  from t h e  w a r  between C h r i s t  and Sa tan .  

Both a b e r r a t i o n s  nega t e  t h e  mystery of t h e  Church 
i n  i t s  s p i r i t u a l i t y  and y e t  r ecogn izab l e ,  demonstrable  
oneness ,  as p o i n t  ou t  such t e x t s  a s  John 10,  Gal. 4 :  
26, 1 Tim, 3: 15 ,  and Ephesians ,  which is  S t ,  P a u l ' s  
church e n c y c l i c a l .  The two v e r s e s  from G a l a t i a n s ,  
proving C h r i s t ' s  Church a  t r u l y  s p i r i t u a l  e n t i t y ,  
b e a r  quot ing:  "But Je rusa lem which i s  above i s  f r e e ,  
which is  t h e  mother of us  a l l . "  Follows v e r s e  28: 
"Now we, b r e t h r e n ,  a s  I s a a c  was, a r e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of 
promise9'. And i t ' s  e q u a l l y  important  t o  bea r  i n  mind 
t h e  grand v e r s e  t h a t  makes t h i s  one t r u l y  s p i r i t u a l  
church n o t  a  w h i t  l e s s  a  t a n g i b l e  t r u t h  e n t i t y ,  1 Tim. 
3: 15: "But i f  I t a r r y  long,  t h a t  thou  mayest know 
how thou ough te s t  t o  behave i n  t h e  house of God, 
which is  t h e  church of t h e  l i v i n g  God, t h e  p i l l a r  and 
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ground of t h e  t r u t h " .  There can b e  no d i s p u t e  about  
t h e  compass of t h i s  t r u t h  i f  we remember John 8: 31. 
32 ,  Matt. 28:  19, a n d 2  Tim. 1: 13.14. 

To g e t  back t o  t h e  most p r eva l en t  untoward 
n o t i o n  of t h e  church, Sa tan  i n  an "ecumenial" age 
wants t o  ach ieve  t h e  ONE MIXTURE t h a t  shoves a s i d e  
t h e  UNA SANCTA, C h r i s t ' s  own beloved companion. To 
t h i s  end h e  a p p l i e s  a  f r equen t  s t r a t e g y :  t h e  two 
h e r e s i e s  which w e  descr ibed  s e p a r a t e l y  h e  g e t s  t o  
work toge the r ,  by an unholy a l l i a n c e  he  b lends  t h e  
seeming oppos i tes .  The combined course  ag rees ,  f o r  
count one, i n  t h e  e x a l t a t i o n  of v i s i b l e  church organi- 
z a t i o n  and of t h e  prime importance of outward uciorl 
w i th  i ts  b i d  f o r  world power. And, f o r  count two, 
t h e r e  fo l lows  t h e  d e n i a l  of a l l  t h e  r e a l  hard-core 
t ang ib l e s :  t h a t  s av ing  f a i t h  has  a  given con ten t ,  
t h a t  b e l i e v e r s  h a i l  from and l i v e  by t h e  conc re t e  
means of grace,  and t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  owe t h e i r  e f f i c a c y  
t o  t h e  Holy Ghost who does n o t  work through t h e  Ene- 
my's co r rup t ions ,  b u t  through H i s  s av ing  t r u t h  a s  
given i n  Holy S c r i p t u r e s .  The two h o s t i l e  armies  
thus  joined r a t h e r  e a s i l y  e n c i r c l e  God's people  i n  a 
one-world a g e  and set them i n  march toward a n t i -  
C h r i s t i a n  goa l s .  

Who can deny t h a t  today t h e  uncanny double  s p e l l  
j u s t  dep i c t ed  i s  c l o s i n g  i n  on outward C h r i s t i a n i t y  
and a l s o  on us?  A f t e r  s o  many c e n t u r i e s  of church 
h i s t o r y ,  o f t e n  sad  and bad, what can you and I san- 
gu ine ly  w a i t  f o r ?  With h y p o c r i t e s  always i n t r u d i n g  
i n t o  t h e  outward churches -- who of u s ,  be ing  reborn ,  
can probe o t h e r  men's h e a r t s ?  With t h e  f l e s h ,  t h e  
Old Adam, s t i l l  s t r i v i n g  and warr ing  a l l  t h e  t i m e  
a g a i n s t  every  regenera ted  h e a r t ,  ye s ,  w i th  cunning 
and powerful Sa tan  -- though under God -- s t i l l  per- 
mi t t ed  t o  prowl around and t o  have i n  h i s  t r a i n  a l l  
t h e  unbe l i eve r s :  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  f a c t o r s  a l s o  behind 
today 's  church h i s t o r y  and i f  now i n  a g l o b a l  world 
t he  pseudo-ecumenical a t t a c k  i s  h i t t i n g  a l l  Chris ten-  
dom f u l l  b l a s t ,  aga in  t e l l  m e ,  what can you and I 
expec t?  Br igh t  p rospec t s  f o r  t h e  Church? Rather  we 
must look f o r  what t h e  Lord and H i s  a p o s t l e s  predic-  
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t ed  a s  cropping up soon and a s  even i n c r e a s i n g  toward 
the  End: dece ive r s  and deceived a r i s i n g  i n  t h e  con- 
g rega t ions ,  a n t i - c h r i s  ts and t h e  A n t i c h r i s t  b u i l d i n g  
up among C h r i s t i a n s  a  pseudo-Chris t ian,  a  holy- 
looking countersystem. What must we very  conc re t e ly  
f i g u r e  w i th  today? Major p o r t i o n s ,  i f  n o t  p r a c t i -  
c a l l y  a l l  of outward C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  be ing  engulfed 
by tremendous c u r r e n t s  and b i l l ows  of f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  
and t h e s e  in te rconnec ted  t o  form one ocean a s  never  
be fo re .  What have we then?  God be  p r a i s e d  fo reve r :  
God i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  h igh  heavens and r e ign ing  i n  
e a r t h .  Ps .  2 ho lds  good. Zion, anchored above, i s  
s t i l l  p l an t ed  h e r e  below because Word and Sacraments 
have n o t  been t o t a l l y  supplanted.  The Holy S p i r i t  
thus  s t i l l  i s  ga in ing  and hold ing  Chr i s t -conver t s .  
Never the less :  apos tasy  i s  i n  c o n t r o l  of t he  ch ie f  
p o s i t i o n s  f o r  t eaching  and a d m i n i s t r a t i n g  i n  Chris ten-  
dom. Wherever t h e  World Council  of Churches g e t s  a  
s t r a n g l e  hold t h i n g s  bad become th ings  worse. I n  
congregat ions t h a t  can ha rd ly  be  counted, many dwind- 
l i n g  down r a p i d l y ,  and almost  i n e v i t a b l y  i n  t h e  power 
c e n t e r s  of t he  l a r g e r  church bodies ,  Zion i s  under 
du re s s .  It has  been depor ted  i n t o  Babylonian Cap- 
t i v i t y  e i t h e r  by f o r c e  o r  g u i l e  a s  c r u e l l y  and perhaps 
w i th  even more success  than  i n  t h e  Middle Ages. Is i t  
C h r i s t ' s  w i l l  f o r  h i s  own t o  fo l low the  l u r e  and even 
t o  walk i n t o  c a p t i v i t y ?  Is i t  C h r i s t ' s  w i l l  t o  have 
h i s  beloved p r a c t i c e  f e l l owsh ip  w i th  t h o s e  who repre-  
s e n t  t h e  f i e n d i s h  aggressor ,  Babylon? We must f a c e  
t h e  p r a c t i c a l  q u e s t i o n  whether,  having taken t o  h e a r t  
d i v i n e  d o c t r i n e  on t h e  Word and on t h e  Church, we 
know how t o  handle  t h e  master-key f o r  our  l a t e - in -  
the-season-and-worse-than-ever t r o u b l e s  a f f e c t i n g  
t h e  churches,  and whether w e  a r e  a c t i n g  our  p a r t .  

The Confess iona l  P r i n c i p l e  

Here t h e  message of t h i s  pre-Reformation Day, 
October 30th,  is  t h a t  450 y e a r s  ago w e  were prepared 
f o r  t h e  l a s t  b a t t l e ,  t h a t  w e  then  were fu rn i shed  wi th  
t h e  unheard-of Lutheran o r  Reformation depos i t  v a l i d  
f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  Churchr s h i s t o r y .  It was a  li- 
b e r a t i o n  of dimensions next  t o  t h e  a p o s t o l i c  t o  sweep 



ground of t h e  t r u t h " .  There can b e  no d i s p u t e  about  
t h e  compass of t h i s  t r u t h  i f  we remember John 8: 31. 
32 ,  Matt. 28:  19, a n d 2  Tim. 1: 13.14. 

To g e t  back t o  t h e  most p r eva l en t  untoward 
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w i th  i ts  b i d  f o r  world power. And, f o r  count two, 
t h e r e  fo l lows  t h e  d e n i a l  of a l l  t h e  r e a l  hard-core 
t ang ib l e s :  t h a t  s av ing  f a i t h  has  a  given con ten t ,  
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given i n  Holy S c r i p t u r e s .  The two h o s t i l e  armies  
thus  joined r a t h e r  e a s i l y  e n c i r c l e  God's people  i n  a 
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w i t h  t h a t  o b j e c t i v e  message of t h e  t r u e  Confess iona l  
Church of C h r i s t  h a l f  of outward Christendom. The 
non-Roman Western Churches a l l  l i v e  by i t ,  a s  f a r  
a s  they  l i v e ,  a s  does i n  what counts  even a s  t h e  
Roman Church. The d r i v e  of t h i s  d e p o s i t :  Law and 
Gospel, i t s  c h a r t :  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  Its boon f o r  
s o c i e t y :  t h e  demarkation between t h e  two rea lms ,  
namely t h e  s p i r i t u a l ,  where s o u l s  a r e  saved,  and t h e  
s e c u l a r ,  where outward l i f e  i s  p r o t e c t e d  by f o r c e  of 
law i n s t e a d  of t h e  two be ing  c a s t  i n t o  one mould, 
Its l e s s o n  f o r  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  exposed t o  t h e  confus ing  
v i s i b l e  church s i t u a t i o n s :  Chr i s t -cen te red  f a i t h  
i s  charged t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  accord ing  t o  S c r i p t u r e  -- 
t h i s  means n o t  by c a s t i n g  a l e g a l i s t i c ,  b u t  by c a s t i n g  
a t r u l y  e v a n g e l i c a l  eye -- between ONE orthodox out- 
ward church f e l l owsh ip ,  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  t o  b e  l i v e d  
up t o  by a l l  C h r i s t i a n s ,  and a l l  t ypes  of he te rodox  
churches ,  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  which a r e  t o  b e  avoided by 
every C h r i s t i a n ,  It was t h e  enormous g r a sp  which t h e  
Reformation had of t h e  so -ca l l ed  formal  and m a t e r i a l  
p r i n c i p l e s  a s  one, a s  t h e  whole C h r i s t  Only, as 
"Chr i s tus  Christum pur i ss ime  docet"  (Luther  ex- 
pounding Ps .  2: 7 i n  t h i s  sense :  "It i s  C h r i s t  only 
who t eaches  t r u l y  C h r i s t ,  most pu re ly  indeed") ,  which 
enabled,  yea  which fo r ced ,  t h i s  one-time break-through, 
They came t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  s c r i p t u r a l  one doc- 
t r i n e  i n j u n c t i o n s  and t h e  s c r i p t u r a l  p r o h i b i t i o n  of 
a l ignments  w i t h  he te rodox  l e a d e r s h i p  and fo l l ower s  
a l l  proceed from t h e  c e n t e r ,  n o t  from t h e  per iphery .  
Loyal t o  t h e  c e n t e r  t h e s e  worsh ipers  of C h r i s t  
obeyed w i th  t h e  grand a r d o r  of l ove  t h e s e  bnequivocal  
t e x t s ,  e q u a l l y  unequivocal  today. Not mentioned s o  
f a r  a s  t o  "one f a i t h r 1  and t each ing  (Eph. 4: 5 )  were 
t h e  P a u l i n e  v e r s e s :  " t h a t  ye  a l l  speak  t h e  same 
t h i n g  and t h a t  t h e r e  b e  no  d i v i s i o n s  among you, b u t  
t h a t  ye  b e  p e r f e c t l y  jo ined  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  same 
mind and i n  t h e  same judgment" ( 1  Cor, 1: 1 0 ) ;  "of 
wholesome words, even t h e  words of our  Lord J e s u s  
C h r i s t ,  and t h e  d o c t r i n e  which i s  accord ing  t o  god- 
l i n e s s "  ( 1  Tim. 6: 3 ) .  Not mentioned s o  f a r  a s  t o  
s e p a r a t i o n  were t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n s  : "Beware of f a l s e  
prophets"  (Matt ,  7: 15) ; " t o  mark them which cause 
d i v i s i o n s  and o f f e n s e s  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e  

which ye  have l e a rned ,  and avoid themf' (Rom. 16: 17) ; 
"from such withdraw t h y s e l f "  ( 1  Tim. 6 : 5 ) ,  n o t  t o  
c i t e  t h e  ba ld  p r i n c i p l e  t a k i n g  i n  t h e  godless  world 
a s  such: " ~ e  ye  n o t  unequa l ly  yoked t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
unbe l ievers"  ( 2  Cor , 6 : 14-18) , 

With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e l a t e d  ques t i on  of t h e  
two realms i t  must b e  admi t ted  t h a t  on t h e  p r a c t i c e  
s i d e  t h e  Reformation churches d i d  n o t  s t a r t  ou t  t o  
c h a r t  t h e i r  course  very  c l e a r l y ,  The Cons tan t ine  
Se t t l ement  was i n  t h e  way. But,  p r a i s e  God, p reach ing  
and t each ing  gained and maintained t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  
a g a i n s t  a l l  o b s t a c l e s ,  The Book of Concord was f i n -  
i shed  1577 and, f o r  a goodly 100 y e a r s ,  i t  r u l e d  and 
produced on t h e  whole s taunch  theology i n  what can 
b e  termed l o y a l  orthodox congrega t ions .  We, however, 
a r e  f a c e  t o  f a c e  w i th  a d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n ,  w i th  
t h e  tremendous d e t e r i o r a t i o n  s i n c e  t h e  Ref ormation. 
Through s e v e r a l  c e n t u r i e s  i t  c r u e l l y  made havoc of 
t h e  g r e a t ,  once l i b e r a t e d  churches  of Germany and 
of a l l  Northern Europe. The same c h i l l y  d r a f t  of 
a p o s t a t e  gloom has  long  c rossed  t h e  A t l a n t i c  and i s  
now beclouding and shrouding a l s o  your  American Lu- 
t he r l and .  We must c r y  o u t  f e r v e n t l y  t o  God f o r  t h e  
S p i r i t ' s  l i g h t  s t i l l  t o  b e  conscious of and eve r  pro- 
p e r l y  t o  use  t h e  master  key f o r  t h e  purpose of d i s -  
p e l l i n g  dense darkness ,  

What, under t h e s e  c i rcumstances ,  does t h e  pro- 
minent a d j e c t i v e  "CONFESSIONAL" of t h i s  Reformation- 
l e c t u r e s  assignment e n t a i l ?  Does i t  meet t h i s  need? 
I can pu t  i t  t h i s  way: L u t h e r ' s  Reformation was 
t h e  g r e a t  " ~ e s "  and t h e  g r e a t  "NO" g ran ted  t o  t h e  
Church i n  h i s t o r y  t o  f i n d  t h e  v i c t o r i o u s  way ou t  
over a g a i n s t  a l l  succes s ive  church dilemmas. Con- 
f e s s i o n a l  Lutheranism j u s t  s i g n i f i e s  t h e  unmistakable  
"Yes" t o  Zion and t h e  unequivocal  "No" t o  Babylon. 
A t  ~ u t h e r ' s  t i m e  tyrannous power was most p a t e n t l y  
i n  evidence i n  Rome's h i e r a r c h y  sub juga t i ng  S c r i p t u r e  
and mixing Law and Gospel. Gradual ly  non-Rome Baby- 
l on  became j u s t  a s  powerful,  To r e p e a t ,  ' lConfessional"  
i s  a watchword de r ived  simply from con fe s s ing  C h r i s t  
i n  t h e  open, t o  which H e  everywhere exho r t s  us .  I ts 
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t r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o  church a c t i o n  is :  Yes t o  C h r i s t  
Only ,  t o  a22 of t h e  d i v i n e  r e v e l a t i o n  coming down t o  
us  t o  undo our  f e t t e r s  and t o  l e a d  us  heavenward, 
I t ' s  t h e  "Yes" of CHRIST'S Br ide ,  of t h e  Church, b u t  
i t  is  of n e c e s s i t y  h e r  s imultaneous "Nois t o  S a t a n ' s  
t r i c k s ,  t o  h i s  g r e a t  h i s t o r i c  master  performances,  
t h e  pe rve r s ions  of d o c t r i n e  and of church s e t u p s ,  
I s n ' t  i t  a l l  r e a l l y  p l a i n  n o t  only t o  p a s t o r s  b u t  
a l s o  t o  s t r a igh t - fo rward  b e l i e v i n g  members? I f  t h e  
One Church i s  heaven 's  colony, t hen  i t  i s  n o t p h i l o -  
s o p h y t s ,  o r  Caesa r ' s ,  o r  s e c u l a r  s o c i e t y ' s ,  o r  Free- 
masonry's,  o r  L ibe ra l i sm ,  o r  Soc io logy ' s ,  o r  Soc i a l -  
i s m ' s  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t e  and s a t e l l i t e .  To meet objec- 
t i o n  head-on: It i s  t r u e  t h a t  C h r i s t ' s  Church, 
though c o n s i s t i n g  only of genuine c h i l d r e n  of God, 
h a s  i n  i t s  down-to-earth congrega t ions  always about  
i t  a  c e r t a i n  o u t e r  l a y e r  of darkness  of h e a r t  among 
so -ca l l ed  members, i. e, mu l t i t udes  walking a long  
wherever Christendom e n t e r s ,  b u t  n o t  dece iv ing  God, 
"many h y p o c r i t e s  and e v i l  persons admixed" (Augsburg 
Confession V I I I ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  is  t h e  Old 
Adam i n  t h e  t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  themselves ,  But a l l  
t h i s ,  b e  i t  eve r  s o  s i m i l a r  t o  a  r i n g  f ence  around 
t h e  Church w i th  s h a f t s  s h o t  i n t o  t h e  very  c i t a d e l ,  
i s  n o t  of t h e  Church, To win s o u l s  f o r  t h e  Church 
from t h e  sur rounding  dark  a r e a ,  whether f l y i n g  t h e  
church f l a g  o r  openly b r and i sh ing  t h e  sword a g a i n s t  
C h r i s t ,  t h e  congrega t ions  must b e  whol ly  l o y a l  t o  
C h r i s t ' s  One Church and t o  H i m ,  t h e  Head. The church 
t i t l e  of t h e  v i s i b l e  congrega t ions ,  a t t a c h e d  t o  geo- 
g r aph i c  and e t h n i c  l o c a t i o n s ,  i s  on ly  then  unimpeached, 
t hey  only t hen  w i th  f u l l  j u s t i c e  bear  w i t h  t h e  t o t a l  
Church t h e  same name: "ga the r ing  ( e c c l e s i a )  of God 
( 1  Cor, 1: P, wi th  p a r a l l e l s  everywhere),  of t h e  
s a i n t s "  ( 1  Cor. 14: 33 ) ,  i f  t hey  e v e r  go by t h e i r  
c h a r t e r  which r eads ,  "There i s  one body and one 
S p i r i t ,  even a s  y e  a r e  c a l l e d  i n  one hope of your  
c a l l i n g ;  one Lord, one f a i t h ,  one bapt ism,  one God 
and F a t h e r  of a l l ,  who is above a l l ,  and through 
a l l ,  and i n  you a l l "  (Eph. 4: 3-6) . 

CONFESSIONAL, t hen ,  i s  a s e l f  -evident  church 
s u p e r s c r i p t i o n .  Th i s  is  t o  b e  taken  s e r i o u s l y  and 

and means t h a t ,  by d e f i n i t i o n  and by r i g h t s ,  C h r i s t i a n  
congrega t ions  by d i v i n e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  cannot have com- 
peting dist inguishing marks, mutuaZly exclusive notes. 
They a r e  n o t  f u rn i shed  w i th  t h e  l i c e n s e  which t h i s -  
wor ld ly  bodies  must have t o  r e scue  some outward o rde r  
by compromise. They cannot go i n  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  d e a l s ,  
" s p l i t t i n g  it", a c t i n g  t h e  go-between, a ccep t ing  -- 
t o  g e t  back t o  what m a t t e r s  -- some i d e n t i t y  marks 
from above and some from below. I f  congrega t ions ,  
i f  synods,  i f  grand c o n s o l i d a t i o n s  of church bodies  
do n o t  i n  p u b l i c  d o c t r i n e  s t i c k  t o  one l i n e ,  i f  they 
a r e  n o t ,  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f l e s h  i n t e r f e r i n g ,  funda- 
menta l ly  hones t ,  i f  they  do n o t  confess  i n  word and 
deed C h r i s t  Only, they  they a r e  n o t  churches  a t  a l l  
i n  l i n e  w i t h  ~ o d ' s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  b u t  become hermaphro- 
d i t e  anomalies ,  l i v i n g  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .  They 
a r e  churches  i n  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  Gospel i s  a t  work, b u t  
they a r e  S a t a n ' s  s a t e l l i t e s  i n  s o  f a r  a s  h i s  d e n i a l  
of t h e  Gospel is be ing  p u b l i c l y  recognized,  Such 
h a l f - c a s t e s  r e s u l t ,  t h e  moment pu re  d o c t r i n e  is  c a s t  
t o  t h e  winds. Luther  was n o t  a  f a n a t i c  o r  a  subjec-  
t i v i s t ,  h e  was n o t  l e g a l i s t i c  no r  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s ,  
b u t  be ing  e v a n g e l i c a l ,  h e  was sobe r  when i n  h i s  an- 
swer t o  t h e  P a p i s t s  i n  t h e  Smalcald A r t i c l e  3 ,  X I 1  
h e  s ays ,  " they a r e  n o t  t h e  church" -- though t h e r e ' s  
Zion h i d  i n  t h i s  Babylon. A t  MARBURG d e a l i n g  w i th  
Zwingl i ,  though i n  14 ou t  of 15 a r t i c l e s  agreement 
had been reached on paper ,  Luther  upheld t h e  sove- 
r e i g n t y  of C h r i s t ' s  Word. H e  r e fu sed  t h e  hand of t h e  
Swiss l e a d e r  because h e  was p e r v e r t i n g  t h e  Reformation 
by r e p u d i a t i n g  t h e  means of g race  i n  f a v o r  of i n n e r  
l i g h t .  Loyal, f r e e  Zion i s  b a t t l i n g  Zion. C h r i s t  
Himself is  thus  a c t i v e  i n  H i s  Word t o  f r e e  t h e  count- 
less unwi t t i ng  s o u l s  t h a t  i n  t h e i r  h e a r t  of h e a r t s  
b e l i e v e  i n  H i s  b lood and r i gh t eousnes s ,  though y e t  
they a r e ,  most u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h e r e  below n o t  con- 
f e s s i n g  H i m  p rope r ly .  (For o therwise  they  would f i g h t  
t h e i r  way ou t  of t h e  imposs ib le  s i t u a t i o n  of t h e i r  
congrega t ions  o r  l a r g e r  church bod ie s  which t r y  t o  
have i t  bo th  ways.) I t  fo l l ows  t h a t  " r i d i n g  t h e  
fence" i s  n o t  a  way of l o v i n g  C h r i s t  and t h e  b r e t h r e n ,  
b u t  a  g r e a t  cont inuous s i n ,  which b e t r a y s  them both .  
It g rave ly  endangers t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of a l l  who do n o t ,  
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b u t  ought t o  know b e t t e r ,  and i t  simply r u i n s  t h e  
f a i t h  of t hose  who do know b e t t e r .  ~ o d ' s  p r o t e c t i v e  
c a r e  s a y s ,  a s  i n  I s a i a h  ( r epea t ed  i n  2 Cor. 6 ) :  "Go 
ye forth of BabyZontt; i n  t h e  ca se  of one who does 
n o t  b r i n g  C h r i s t ' s  d o c t r i n e  b u t  h i s  own, " r ece ive  
him n o t  i n t o  your house9' (2  John 9-11). Many of 
t h e s e  solemn impera t ives ,  which appear  a s  t h e  "NO" 
jo ined  t o  t h e  "YES" i n  t h e  Lutheran Confess ions ,  
were c i t e d  by f a i t h f u l  con fe s so r s  i n  memorandum 
a f t e r  memorandum addressed t o  t h e  Denver Convention, 

I n  handing us  t h i s  master  key ( s o  c l e a r l y  h e l d  
a l o f t  aga in  by Luther  f o r  m a t t e r s  between churches)  
t h e  New Testament t e ach ing  warns u s  never  t o  pre- 
sume judging t h e  h e a r t s  ( though God judges by wha t ' s  
i n  t h e s e  inmost p r e c i n c t s ) ,  b u t  commands u s  objec- 
t i v e l y  and i m p a r t i a l l y  t o  go by p u b l i c  l o y a l t y  to-  
ward d o c t r i n e .  Tru th  l o v e r s  r e a l i z e :  God's Word, 
i n  a l l  t h i s ,  i s  n o t  d e v i s i v e  and i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  
d a r e  n o t  b e  downgraded, b u t  r a t h e r  i s  t o  b e  acclaimed 
a s  s u p e r l a t i v e l y  ecumenical,  Moreover, t h e r e  i s  no  
such t h i n g  a s  a s p e c i f i c  Lutheran way involved i n  
any of t h i s ,  b u t  i t  i s  only one proper  way f o r  God's 
c h i l d r e n  of a l l  t i m e s  and c l imes ,  t h e  way which f i g h t s  
f o r  them a l l ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  weakest and most entan-  
g l ed ,  even i n  s e c r e t  un ison  w i th  t h e i r  b e l i e v i n g  
s o u l s ,  though i n  t h e i r  weakness t hey  do n o t  d e t e c t  
Babylon i n f r i n g i n g  on them. The Lutheran Confes- 
s i o n a l  Wr i t i ngs ,  b r i n g i n g  bo th  t h e  one-centered con- 
t e n t  and t h e  sweeping unchal lenged a u t h o r i t y  of 
S c r i p t u r e  t o  b e a r ,  only make mani fes t  what a l l  Chris- 
tendom was t a u g h t  by God i n  t h e  Reformation, namely, 
t o  g e t  back t o  S c r i p t u r e ,  and Law and Gospel, and 
C h r i s t  Alone a g a i n s t  whatever bulwark was b u i l t  up 
a g a i n s t  God i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of making man g r e a t ,  
They, by way of a tremendous confess ion  g ran t ed  by 
d i v i n e  mercy i n  a s p e c i a l  hour ,  succeeded i n  i n s t r u c -  
t i n g  f u t u r e  t i m e  a s  t o  how t o  remain l o y a l  t o  reve la -  
t i o n  from on h igh  a g a i n s t  t h e  never-ending competi- 
t i o n  of t r i c k y  would-be-revelations . 

Augsburg Confession V I I ,  i n t e r p r e t e d  c o r r e c t l y  

o r  tw i s t ed  i n  a l i e n  i n t e r e s t  

There is  no choice ,  i n  s p i t e  of some over lap-  
ping,  bu t  t o  go i n t o  t h e  Symbolical  s i d e  of t h e  i s s u e  
s e p a r a t e l y  and thoroughly,  because only i f  t h e  p a t e n t  
enemy a c t i o n  is undone can t h e  f u l l  coun te r ac t i on  
proceed. Circumstances f o r c e  Augsburg Confession V I I  
i n t o  t he  l i m e l i g h t  a s  hang-up o r  wind-up. A f t e r  
t h a t ,  a t t e n t i o n  is b r i e f l y  reques ted  f o r  s e v e r a l  
r e cen t  documents which do j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  Confess ionsv  
s t a n c e ,  

A l l  such as have a pseudo-ecumenical, i n  r e a l i t y  
a man-centered concept of t h e  church and i t s  fel low- 
s h i p ,  a r e  fo rced  t o  d e a l  i n  a s i n g u l a r l y  highhanded 
way wi th  Augsburg Confession VII/VIII.  I f  they  p r i z e  
t h e  Lutheran name they  w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  t w i s t  t h e  con- 
t e n t s  of t h a t  a r t i c l e ,  s e e i n g  they  d a r e  n o t  openly 
d i s c a r d  Augsburg Confession A r t ,  V and V I I ,  Th is  
t a c t i c  was employed by t h e  S y n c r e t i s t s  i n  t h e  1 7 t h ,  
by t h e  P i e t i s t s  i n  t h e  18 th ,  by t h e  P r u s s i a n  u n i o n i s t s  
and by Germany's g r e a t  h i s to r ica l ly -minded  L i b e r a l s  i n  
t h e  19 th  cen tu ry ,  and it i s  -- i f  you permit  a pejora-  
t i v e  of r e c e n t  co inage  -- t h e  major "ecumaniac s p o r t "  
i n  Germany and America today,  i n c l u d i n g  p a r t s  of t h e  
Missour i  Synod, 

To broach t h e  ma t t e r  l e t  u s  s eek  c l a r i t y  on t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  of A r t i c l e s  V and V I I / v I I I .  When, i n  
our  Confession, t h r e e  d e t a i l e d  d o c t r i n a l  a r t i c l e s ,  
r e p l e t e  w i t h  condemnations of e r r o r s  (damnant, verwer- 
f en ,  is  only weakly rendered  w i t h  " r e j e c t " ) ,  have  
a l r e a d y  preceded t h e  d e c i s i v e  f o u r t h  a r t i c l e  on jus- 
t i f i c a t i o n ,  t hen  i t  i s ,  of course ,  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  V p repos te rous  t o  assume what t h e  p e r v e r t e r s  of 
V I I  make t h e i r  f i r s t  plank. It i s  nonsens i ca l  t o  
c la im t h a t  a t  t h e  beg inn ing  of A r t i c l e  V undogmatical  
l o o s e  concepts  a r e  employed i n  t h e  fo l lowing  w e l l -  
known t e x t :  "TO o b t a i n  such f a i t h  God i n s t i t u t e d  t h e  
o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  t h a t  i s ,  provided t h e  Gospel 
and t h e  sacramentst1.  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  "Gospel" h e r e  
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i n  nzme of the  Evangelical es:zates reesi:aljJm 
the  p o s i t i o n  of the p-ifoceseors a t  Speyer zhe ---.-- v C- ~ A L  

before who had used the  Ss.,ri.ptures and 2 ~ d ' ~  doccwZu.-- 
P F.7 $ -3 #4 as the last argument, Lhd QUP A r t ,  L . % ~ e > g  . d Y P 1 2 t A ~  U-Q 

w i t h  polemics: "condemned are t h e  ,ia,bapt:ises anii 
-, U S  o t h e r s  who teach t h a t  t h e  Holy S p i r l t  comes ?:3 

through our  own preparations, thoughts ,  and wo2rlcs 
witbout the ex te rna l  word of Z'ne  Gospel ,"  So -?'LO -r S, 
p r e l u d e  music sounds ra ther  bad fer -the throng of 

inven$~rs and t w f  sters of S P ~ e s p e l ' " p r ~ * ~ * * - ~ ~ ~ - S  - - A L> L CLLCL LC 

t o  p l a y  f a s t  and l o o s e  w i th  Scripturess 

But l e t  us now take Augsbmg B T % / V T P I  i t se l f  -=- 

in r e a l i t y  only one two-pronged a r t i c l e  on the  Churci'l-. 
at tha t  the  f i r s t  one ever  penned b y  a e p r e s e n t a t i j ~ e  
segment of v i s i b l e  Christendom, 8y :he way, h e a d i ; ? ~  

, ,- -, , $aragra:2c the r e l a t i ve  ellause at t he  end o f  '_he ""-c'- 
t h e  T a p p e r t  edition aught  tc have l e ~  Zhc Ge~man an.? 
L a t i n  comma keep i t s  place, Addicg it to T a p p e r t  
we f i x  on t h e  c r i s p  Lacin cext  w i t h  t h e  record- 
breaking statement i n  the  second sentence: "Our 
churches a l s o  teach  that one holy church i s  to con- 
t inue forever, The church i s  the assembly of saints, 
i n  which t h e  Gospel is  taught purely and t h e  sacra- 
ments are adminis tered r i g h t l y , "  The re la t ive  sen-- 
tence  does n o t  l i m i t  t he  persons ,  as6 only believers 
found i n  orthodox v i s i b l e  bodies are meant i n  t h i s  
d e f i n i t i o n  of the Una Saneta, as the  free-lance 
f i r s t  l i n e  of Augsburg V I I L  shows, s o  good reason f o r  
t h e  comma, The t r u e  meaning i s  POOX clear from Apo- 
logy VII/VIII w r i t t e n  s h o r t l y  after. There ii 4 and 
i t s  sequence, ii 5 (which i s  several t i m e s  restated 
t h e r e a f t e r )  , b r i n g  out  an addit ional  concept, that 

of t h e  NOTAE o r  MARKS of t h a t  one church which be fo re  
God c o n s i s t s  only of t h e  t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  i n  C h r i s t ,  
P l e a s e  observe t h a t  a s  a  ma t t e r  of course  i t a l i c s  
and c a p i t a l s  f o r  emphasis a r e  ours  i f  w e  now quote  
t h e  weighty sen tences  of t h e  Apology which s t a r t s  o f f  
w i th  a r e f e r ence  t o  Augsburg V I I I :  "We concede t h a t  
i n  t h i s  l i f e  hypoc r i t e s  and e v i l  men a r e  mingled wi th  
t h e  Church according t o  t he  outward associat ion of 
the  Church's MARKS, t h a t  i s ,  t h e  Word, confess ion  
[pub l i c  w i t n e s s ] ,  and the  sacraments ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  
they have n o t  been excommunicated, The sacraments 
do no t  l o s e  t h e i r  e f f i c a c y  when they  a r e  adminis te red  
by e v i l  men, ., The church i s  n o t  merely an assoc ia -  
t i o n  of outward t i e s  and r i t e s  l i k e  o t h e r  c i v i c  govern- 
ments, however, bu t  i s  mainly an a s s o c i a t i o n  of f a i t h  
and of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  i n  men's h e a r t s ,  To make it 
recognizable, t h i s  associat ion has outward MARKS, the  
pure teaching of the  Gospel and the  administration 
of  the s a c m e n t s  i n  harmony wi th  the Gospel o f  
Cr;!rist. *' A l l  h e r e  suddenly h inges  on t h e  i d e a  of 
MARKS. They a r e  i nd i spensab le  f o r  a  body s o  pronoun- 
cedly s p i r i t u a l  a s  t o  be  made up s o l e l y  of t h e  people 
w i th  b e l i e v i n g  h e a r t s ,  who thus  c o n s t i t u t e  an escha- 
t a l o g i c a l  i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  mundane h i s t o r y ,  The s t a t e -  
ment "The Church i s  t h e  assembly of s a i n t s  "VIII has  
t r u e  be l i eve r s " ,  i n  which t h e  Gospel is  taught  PURELY 
and t h e  sacraments a r e  adminis te red  RIGHTLY", a s  a l s o  
t h e  Apology's i/ 8 shows, has  t h e  f u l l  Una Sanc ta  
b read th ,  i n  no w i s e  excluding outwardly misplaced 
t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  from be ing  h e i r s  of heaven, and y e t  
a t t a c h e s  t h e  d i v i n e  f a u l t l e s s  MARKS t o  t h e  whole 
b e l i e v i n g  body. I f  marks a t  a l l ,  then  s u r e l y  t h e s e  
can b e  n o t  o the r  t han  t h e  genuine ones which t h e  Head 
g ives  t o  t h e  body i n  t h e  very  a c t s  of t e a r i n g  h e a r t s  
l oose  from t h e  kingdom of darkness  and keeping them 
wi th  t h e  l i g h t ,  I n  one b a s i c  r e s p e c t ,  a s  C.F,W, 
Walther i n s i s t s  i n  t h e  las t  t h e s i s  of P a r t  I of h i s  
monograph on Church and Of f i ce  (namely a s  t o  a t  a l l  
genuine b e l i e v e r s  belonging t o  C h r i s t ,  n o t  t o  S a t a n ) ,  
i t  is n o t  d e c i s i v e  whether t h e  l o c a l  outward assoc ia -  
t i o n  t r u l y  mi r ro r s  o r  s a d l y  and s i n f u l l y  obscures  t h e  
God-given r e l a t i o n  between t h e i r  f a i t h  and God's own 
f a i t h - t r e a t i n g  and f a i t h -p re se rv ing  means. 



, * 
nakuT;aa-a.5~ I aeans she s a s ~ * ~ i n g  17=-:--3 fi! *- !- --<. g..; -2 >- i:gaj- :;:<-- .; l̂,"i.y;?-<~;;:>- 

- s 3  
'3 

2-2 LirL,;ui-s~cd -, , :roil :;Fie i,;w. b~;-c tc>;z ::'--:3 ' $ - ; c * ~ c - * ~ y f i ; < , ; ~ ~ <  <i;*3qs 

G o s p e l  in +-he naxiaw sc?n"se i..; ~ - ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ g ~ . L z ; ~ ~ . ~ ~ 2 ~ ~ - ~ - ;  3 -:,?-i:?-= 
~. 

gla-t-ed, 8-:i we fstabli ih;d ani! x , q i l j ,  , ~ 6 3 x l . ~ : ~ - : ~ : : ~ ~ ~  <;<; z5<*3iy- 2 - _ d _ l  

. 2 = l i sh ,  H e a d i n g  a3_1. artic-2s, !2cth ~ s ~ ~ e : i - ~ ~ - - : ~ - ; : i ~ ~ ~ d ~  3r,i--. 
l a 

g i n a l  and ~ ~ ~ ~ k '  f i f i a j  p r e f ~ . ~ e s  soiii,r 3.3: zh;;~ 

*-- %-3s?l - d L #- 9 enjoy t h e  "basis of ehC Si:;.-y 

i n  nzme of the  Evangelical es:zates reesi:aljJm 
the  p o s i t i o n  of the p-ifoceseors a t  Speyer zhe ---.-- v C- ~ A L  

before who had used the  Ss.,ri.ptures and 2 ~ d ' ~  doccwZu.-- 
P F.7 $ -3 #4 as the last argument, Lhd QUP A r t ,  L . % ~ e > g  . d Y P 1 2 t A ~  U-Q 

w i t h  polemics: "condemned are t h e  ,ia,bapt:ises anii 
-, U S  o t h e r s  who teach t h a t  t h e  Holy S p i r l t  comes ?:3 

through our  own preparations, thoughts ,  and wo2rlcs 
witbout the ex te rna l  word of Z'ne  Gospel ,"  So -?'LO -r S, 
p r e l u d e  music sounds ra ther  bad fer -the throng of 

inven$~rs and t w f  sters of S P ~ e s p e l ' " p r ~ * ~ * * - ~ ~ ~ - S  - - A L> L CLLCL LC 

t o  p l a y  f a s t  and l o o s e  w i th  Scripturess 

But l e t  us now take Augsbmg B T % / V T P I  i t se l f  -=- 

in r e a l i t y  only one two-pronged a r t i c l e  on the  Churci'l-. 
at tha t  the  f i r s t  one ever  penned b y  a e p r e s e n t a t i j ~ e  
segment of v i s i b l e  Christendom, 8y :he way, h e a d i ; ? ~  

, ,- -, , $aragra:2c the r e l a t i ve  ellause at t he  end o f  '_he ""-c'- 
t h e  T a p p e r t  edition aught  tc have l e ~  Zhc Ge~man an.? 
L a t i n  comma keep i t s  place, Addicg it to T a p p e r t  
we f i x  on t h e  c r i s p  Lacin cext  w i t h  t h e  record- 
breaking statement i n  the  second sentence: "Our 
churches a l s o  teach  that one holy church i s  to con- 
t inue forever, The church i s  the assembly of saints, 
i n  which t h e  Gospel is  taught purely and t h e  sacra- 
ments are adminis tered r i g h t l y , "  The re la t ive  sen-- 
tence  does n o t  l i m i t  t he  persons ,  as6 only believers 
found i n  orthodox v i s i b l e  bodies are meant i n  t h i s  
d e f i n i t i o n  of the Una Saneta, as the  free-lance 
f i r s t  l i n e  of Augsburg V I I L  shows, s o  good reason f o r  
t h e  comma, The t r u e  meaning i s  POOX clear from Apo- 
logy VII/VIII w r i t t e n  s h o r t l y  after. There ii 4 and 
i t s  sequence, ii 5 (which i s  several t i m e s  restated 
t h e r e a f t e r )  , b r i n g  out  an addit ional  concept, that 

of t h e  NOTAE o r  MARKS of t h a t  one church which be fo re  
God c o n s i s t s  only of t h e  t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  i n  C h r i s t ,  
P l e a s e  observe t h a t  a s  a  ma t t e r  of course  i t a l i c s  
and c a p i t a l s  f o r  emphasis a r e  ours  i f  w e  now quote  
t h e  weighty sen tences  of t h e  Apology which s t a r t s  o f f  
w i th  a r e f e r ence  t o  Augsburg V I I I :  "We concede t h a t  
i n  t h i s  l i f e  hypoc r i t e s  and e v i l  men a r e  mingled wi th  
t h e  Church according t o  t he  outward associat ion of 
the  Church's MARKS, t h a t  i s ,  t h e  Word, confess ion  
[pub l i c  w i t n e s s ] ,  and the  sacraments ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  
they have n o t  been excommunicated, The sacraments 
do no t  l o s e  t h e i r  e f f i c a c y  when they  a r e  adminis te red  
by e v i l  men, ., The church i s  n o t  merely an assoc ia -  
t i o n  of outward t i e s  and r i t e s  l i k e  o t h e r  c i v i c  govern- 
ments, however, bu t  i s  mainly an a s s o c i a t i o n  of f a i t h  
and of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  i n  men's h e a r t s ,  To make it 
recognizable, t h i s  associat ion has outward MARKS, the  
pure teaching of the  Gospel and the  administration 
of  the s a c m e n t s  i n  harmony wi th  the Gospel o f  
Cr;!rist. *' A l l  h e r e  suddenly h inges  on t h e  i d e a  of 
MARKS. They a r e  i nd i spensab le  f o r  a  body s o  pronoun- 
cedly s p i r i t u a l  a s  t o  be  made up s o l e l y  of t h e  people 
w i th  b e l i e v i n g  h e a r t s ,  who thus  c o n s t i t u t e  an escha- 
t a l o g i c a l  i n t r u s i o n  i n t o  mundane h i s t o r y ,  The s t a t e -  
ment "The Church i s  t h e  assembly of s a i n t s  "VIII has  
t r u e  be l i eve r s " ,  i n  which t h e  Gospel is  taught  PURELY 
and t h e  sacraments a r e  adminis te red  RIGHTLY", a s  a l s o  
t h e  Apology's i/ 8 shows, has  t h e  f u l l  Una Sanc ta  
b read th ,  i n  no w i s e  excluding outwardly misplaced 
t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  from be ing  h e i r s  of heaven, and y e t  
a t t a c h e s  t h e  d i v i n e  f a u l t l e s s  MARKS t o  t h e  whole 
b e l i e v i n g  body. I f  marks a t  a l l ,  then  s u r e l y  t h e s e  
can b e  n o t  o the r  t han  t h e  genuine ones which t h e  Head 
g ives  t o  t h e  body i n  t h e  very  a c t s  of t e a r i n g  h e a r t s  
l oose  from t h e  kingdom of darkness  and keeping them 
wi th  t h e  l i g h t ,  I n  one b a s i c  r e s p e c t ,  a s  C.F,W, 
Walther i n s i s t s  i n  t h e  las t  t h e s i s  of P a r t  I of h i s  
monograph on Church and Of f i ce  (namely a s  t o  a t  a l l  
genuine b e l i e v e r s  belonging t o  C h r i s t ,  n o t  t o  S a t a n ) ,  
i t  is n o t  d e c i s i v e  whether t h e  l o c a l  outward assoc ia -  
t i o n  t r u l y  mi r ro r s  o r  s a d l y  and s i n f u l l y  obscures  t h e  
God-given r e l a t i o n  between t h e i r  f a i t h  and God's own 
f a i t h - t r e a t i n g  and f a i t h -p re se rv ing  means. 



p a r t i e s  a s  t o  t h e  con t en t s  of t h e  Gospel,  what 
preaching i t  t r u l y  e n t a i l s ,  and a l s o  a s  r ega rds  t h e  
s c r i p t u r a l  unders tanding  and hones t  hand l ing  of t h e  
ho ly  sacraments ,  b e f o r e  a  l o y a l  church body can em- 
b r a c e  one t h a t  d e v i a t e s ,  It i s  s e l f - e v i d e n t  t h a t  
ag ree ing  concerning t h e  " teaching" of t h e  Gospel i s  
an  Engl i sh  ph ra s ing  too  weak, T h a t ' s  why i t ' s  b e t t e r  
t o  add "or doc t r i ne"  i n  o rde r  t o  do j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  
L a t i n  " consen t i r e  de DOCTRIP98 e v a n g e l i i , "  It i s  a l s o  
s e l f - e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  German t e x t  does  n o t  l e s s e n  t h e  
demand, b u t  exp re s se s  t h e  ve ry  same t h i n g ;  i t  a l s o  
d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t r u e  u n i t y  from f a l s e  -- by j u s t  de- 
p i c t i n g  what ha s  t o  go on, namely, " t h a t  t h e  Gospel 
b e  preached i n  unanimity accord ing  t o  t h e  pure  under- 
s t and ing  of i t  and t h a t  t h e  sacraments  b e  adminis te red  
i n  accordance w i th  t h e  d i v i n e  Word" (Pe t  us  s a f egua rd  
t h e  weight  of  every  word) ,  The Augsburg ph ra s ing  of 
#2 i nc ludes  a s  s e l f - ev iden t  from t h e  PURELY and 
RIGHTLY i n  /I 1 what t h e  Apology s t a t e s  i n  i t s  48,  
namely t h a t  "impious t e a c h e r s f 9  a r e  t o  b e  s h i e d  away 
from and n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  -- Tappert  merely t r ans -  
l a t i n g  "wicked teachers"  i n  s p i t e  of Matt ,  7: 15  and 
Gal,  1: 9 fol lowing.  So t h i s  momentous t u r n  i n  
Augsburg V I I ,  beyond t h e s e  n e g a t i v e s ,  sets f o r t h  t h e  
u n i t y  demand i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n  n o t  merely 
t o  i n d i v i d u a l  t e a c h e r s ,  b u t  between s m a l l e r  and l a r g e r  
v i s i b l e  churches ,  What a l r e a d y  t h e  Schwabach d e c i s i o n  
amounted t o ,  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  t r u l y  ecumenical  
o r  Lutheran church u n i t y  is n o t  t i e s  t o  p l a c e s ,  b u t  
world-wide ( E l e r t ,  PIorphologie2 I p. 239 s a y s  "uber- 
t e r r i t o r i a l " ) ,  i s  h e r e  c o d i f i e d ,  bu t  t h i s  w i thou t  
dec rea se  of t h e  d o c t r i n a l  demand. The y e a r  bef  o r e ,  
bo th  i n  t h e  Schwabach A r t i c l e s  of t h a t  summer and i n  
what happened a t  Marburg on OcL 1st and 2nd, t h e  
Lutheran Reformers ( t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  e s t a t e s )  had 
by deed e r e c t e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  b a r r i e r ,  They had 
v e r i f i e d  t h e  Confess iona l  P r i n c i p l e  over  a g a i n s t  
Zwingl i  and a l l  e n t h u s i a s t i c  P r o t e s t a n t s ,  Now h e r e  
a t  Augsburg t h i s  sobe r  ecumenical in te r -church  r u l e  
i s  given f i n a l  form, c h i e f l y  i n  f a c i n g  those  s t i l l  
governed by P a p i s t  theology and p o l i c y ,  and i t  
ach ieves  i t s  s t a t u s  of a  Confession f o r  a l l  t i m e s  and 
c l imes .  
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1531 Confessions,  what we s a i d  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t h e  f l i n c h i n g  d o c t r i n a l  r ange  and reach  of CA V I I .  

What could b e  S a t a n ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  such m a j e s t i c  t r u t h ,  a t  t h a t  confessed 
b e f o r e  t h e  whole world,  i f  n o t  t o  dim i t  and smuggle 
i n  t h e  ve ry  oppos i t e ,  even under t h e  Confess ion ' s  
name, among i t s  s u b s c r i b e r s ?  Which a r t i c l e  would 
i n e v i t a b l y  have t o  become t h e  b u t t  of a t t a c k  i f  n o t  
t h i s  A r t i c l e  V P I ,  which da re s  t o  d e l i n e a t e  Confes- 
s i o n a l i s m  a s  God bo th  dona tes  i t  and expec ts  i t  t o  
b e  l i v e d  up t o ?  

This  t a k e s  u s  t o  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  con- 
t r o v e r s y  between "ecumaniacs" and t r u e  Lutherans  a l l  
over  t h e  world,  a l s o  t o  Denver 3-15, Th i s  was a l -  
ready  i n t ima ted  by t h e  last  head: "Augsburg Confes- 
s i o n  V I I ,  i n t e r p r e t e d  c o r r e c t l y  o r  t w i s t e d  i n  a l i e n  
i n t e r e s t , "  To r e t u r n  t o  t h e  job of t r a n s l a t i n g ,  is 
i t  n o t  a r a t h e r  s t r a n g e  t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  Tapper t ,  
Pe l i kan ,  Piepkorn Book of Concord g ives  a d e f i n i t e l y  
f a l s e  r ende r ing  of t h a t  one r ead ing  i n  // 2? The 
Tapper t  e d i t i o n  makes t h e  German t e x t  say :   or i t  
is s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  t r u e  u n i t y  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
church that  the Gospel be preached i n  conformity 
wi th  a pure understanding of itrf (p .  32) . Thi s  
e l i m i n a t e s  a vocable ,  t h e  German word f o r  d o c t r i n a l  
agreement mutua l ly  a r r i v e d  a t  and hence fo r th  acknow- 
ledged;  f o r  t h e  German r ead ing  is: "dass da  eintrach- 
t i g t i c h  nach reinem Verstand das  Evaneglium gep red ig t  
werde." Charles  P o r t e r f i e l d  Krauth a hundred y e a r s  
b e f o r e  knew w e l l  what was i n  t h e  a i r  s i n c e  Enl ighten-  
ment, H e  makes s u r e  of t h e  whole s e n s e  of Augsburg 
VII'S paragraph 2 by j u x t a p o s i t i o n ,  by p l a c i n g  t h e  
L a t i n  phrase  ("consent i r e  de  doc t r i n a  evange l i i " )  a t  
t h e  head and then  l e t t i n g  t h e  complete German c l a u s e  
fo l l ow  a s  w e l l .  H i s  c l a s s i c  "The Conservat ive Refor- 
mation and i t s  Theology" (p.  162) has  one all-compri-  
s i n g  s en t ence .  I t  r eads  i n  p a r t  one ( L a t i n ) :  "To 
t h e  t r u e  u n i t y  of t h e  Church i t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t h a t  
t h e r e  b e  agreement touching t h e  doctrine of t h e  
Gospel, then ,  keeping t h e  word "Gospelt' i n  mind, i t  
r eads  i n  p a r t  two (German) t h a t  i t  be  preached i n  
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t h i s  A r t i c l e  V P I ,  which da re s  t o  d e l i n e a t e  Confes- 
s i o n a l i s m  a s  God bo th  dona tes  i t  and expec ts  i t  t o  
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the  case, The re la t iye  cause at ;:i?-c: ~ z c  22 ji 1- 3jf 
? r AUgsburg TJII a l ready  grgngs -;u-c ehE 34.1- 4-<cae +'-.*-.* ~.z..tcg I- <?---.r-, i>.ls- -i*s s ;:: 

Chu-~---h has only pure n c t e s ,  godts awn m e a s  of grace - 
wi thou t  any error whatsoever attached, m d  / j  2 dra,~v~s 
the  only p o s s i b l e  csncelusicn as ti?. " t r u e  u n i - ~ ~ ' b . i n m ~  
bod ie s ,  

I f  i t  were not f o ~  the fact  ci.aZ, as po in t ed  
e s o u t ,  t h e  t h i r d  assay of ehe Zammassacners of t he  

h e r i c a n  Lutheran Church and cf the luthe-i-an ;l"ht-iycn- 
Missouri Synod f u l l y  presenLs zhe :roc:-~icial  dar;.e_rsos, 
of Augsburg VII we would f e e l  f o r c e d  Lo ~5 i r t c  &be 
proof which t h e  Scbwabach Art5cles 2ffer zar che 
same, As it is, 2% i s  ~cgugh co : ice  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  
Schwabaeh a r t i c l e  (use6 by il/re%anchehcn, whu like 
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t ype  f o r  h i s  own d r a f t  in 153Q), !4nr  the  s e ~ t e n ~ e  

speaking of C h r i s t ' s  one e v e r l a s t i n  church i n  
A r t i c l e  X I 1  of t h e  Schwabach s e r i e s 9  runs a s  fol lows:  
"This Church i s  no th ing  e l s e  than t h e  b e l i e v e r s  i n  
C h r i s t ,  which observe the  a r t i c l e s  or  pieces ["stuck" 
= Stucke,  namely of t h e  c ~ n n e e t e d  body of d o c t r i n e ]  
mentioned above, b e l i e v e  them and t each  them and a r e  
be ing  persecuted  and tormented on account of them." 
Ful ly  e leven Smalcald a r t i c l e s ,  t h e  equ iva l en t s  of 
Augsburg I - V I ,  I X  t o  X I  and X I I I ,  had preceded, t o  
which r e f e r ence  i s  made; s o  t h e  conc re t e  d o c t r i n a l  
s e t t i n g  couldn'  t be  more r i g i d .  2 

Luther  was d e c i s i v e  a t  Schwabach, a t  Marburg, 
and a t  Augsburg. Melanchthon used a s  p ro to type ,  
t oge the r  wi th  s a i d  Schwabach A r t i c l e s ,  Lu the r ' s  va le -  
d i c t o r y  Symbol which two yea r s  b e f o r e  Augsburg, i n  
1528, h e  had a t t a c h e d  t o  h i s  Great Confession con- 
cern ing  ~ h r i s t ' s  Last  Supper. Th i s  d i s p e l l s  every 
l a s t  doubt and i t  agrees  i n  f a c t  w i th  each and every 
succ inc t  d e f i n i t i o n  of t he  Church eve r  penned by 
Luther ( s e e  t e x t s  i n  foo tno te3 ) ,  The champion of 
t he  Reformation main ta ins  t h a t  mis led  b e l i e v e r s  
cont inu ing  t o  t r u s t  i n  C h r i s t ' s  m e r i t s  a r e  caught i n  
f a l s e  churches only outwardly,  by t h e  weird a c c i d e n t s  
i n  h i s t o r y .  I n  t h e i r  h e a r t  of h e a r t s  they  y e t  move 
wi th  C h r i s t ' s  one d o c t r i n e ,  a l l  i t s  "Stuckts,  i t s  
p i eces  or  a r t i c l e s .  (Compare i n  a d d i t i o n  foo tnote4 ,  
o f f e r i n g  an expos i t i on  given by Luther of t h e  t e x t  
which appears  a t  t h e  end of Augsburg A r t ,  VII . )  B e  
it s a i d  t o  make assurance  doubly s u r e :  Luther ,  t hen ,  
ever  maintained by word and deed only one d o c t r i n e  
of church fe l lowship ,  namely, t h a t  i t  i s  based on 
c r e e d a l  unison given from above, t h a t  viewed from 
heaven i t s  con fe s s iona l  harmony i s  a l r e a d y  on e a r t h  
p re sen t  i n  an e f f e c t  achieved by God's S p i r i t  through 
t h e  C h r i s t  f a i t h  i n  h e a r t s ,  y e t  t h a t  t h e  outward con- 
d i t i o n  d i v i n e l y  en jo ined  f o r  i t s  e x e r c i s e  be fo re  men 
is t h e  adherence t o  UNA SANCTA d o c t r i n e  and UNA SANCTA 
admin i s t r a t i on  of sacraments .  So then ,  i n  Augsburg 
V I I ,  t h e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  c l a r i t y  of m i l l i o n s  of b e l i e v e r s ,  
a s  enmeshed i n  a l l  s o r t s  of s e l f - con t r ad i c to ry  o r  
compromising church s t r u c t u r e s ,  does no t  anywise de- 
t r a c t  from t h e  PURE and RECTE t h a t  goes wi th  t h e  One 
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Church , 

The F'omZn of Conco~d o f f e r s  t h e  f i n a l  symbo2i- 
c a l  ev idence ,  Three f o u r t h s  of i t s  a r t i c l e s  a r e  
d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  d e v i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  very  camp which 
had s o  long been brandished  Lu the r ' s  name. A i l  of 
t h e s e  " i n n e r - ~ u t h e r a n "  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  meant t o  be 
implemented by d o c t r i n a l  d i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h e  l o y a l  
churches (Tapper t ,  pp. 1 4 ,  632. 636) . I n  A r t .  x(# 31) 
of t h e  Thorough Dec l a r a t i on  we read :  "'6hurches w i r l  
n o t  condemn one ano the r  because of d i s s i m i l a r i t y  of 
ceremonies (of which some may, i n  keeping w i th  the 
p r i n c i p l e  of C h r i s t i a n  l i b e r t y ,  observe  l e s s ,  o t h e r s  
more) i f  only they be  one i n  doctrine and all ,  its parts 
as w e l l  a s  in t h e  l ,egitimate use  of t h e  Sacraments." 
A s  a  c h i l d  can s e e ,  t h i s  i s  r e s t a t i n g  almost  w i t h  a 
vangeance t h e  p r i n c i p l e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Augsburg Can- 
f e s s i o n  V % I  a s  t o  r e l a t i o n s  between church bodies, 
b e  they  l o c a l  congrega t ions  o r  synod ica l  groupings 
of s o r t s ,  

The promised reference t o  several recent wit- 
xesses to the Lutheran Confess ionsb t t ance ,  as cDn- 
deiresed i i - j ~ o  a m i n i m u m  of words in jiugsbmi-g 7L!/VZT-> 
is now in ,cEacs, Thnalgh ".is s1aa-i-vey ir; ai"cic$ T O  

F a r t  A: Doctr ina l  Backgro~nd of thz  9reze~t si2L12w 

t i s n  of Canfessional Lutheranism s ~ i d L y  becst:sz o f  
d o c t r i n a l  content, i t  automatically does b r k g  i n & c  
v i e w  present-day cond i t i ons ,  Thus So$& w i t h  refere:~cz 
t o  Europe and w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  America anticipatory, 
o r  p r ecu r so ry ,  s t a t emen t s  cannot b e  t o t a l l y  avoided, 

The German Lutheran Free  Churches i m e d i a t e l y  
a f t e r  World War II, i n  t r y i n g  t o  overcome a number of 
d o c t r i n a l  d i v i s i o n s  i n h e r i t e d  from t h e  p a s t ,  r e s o r t e d  
t o  t h e  s c r i p t u r a l  and symbol ica l  method a s  o u t l i n e d  
above. This  i s  r e f l e c t e d  a l s o  i n  Chapter I I A  of 
t h e i r  " ~ i n i g u n g s s a t z e  zwischen de r  Ev. -Luth. ( a l t l u -  
t he r i s chen )  Ki rche  i m  f  ruheren  Al tpreussen  und d e r  
Eve-Luth. F r e i k i r c h e  i n  Sa, u ,  a ,  S t e l e  (1947/1948),  
which t r e a t s  of t h e  Church. The concluding t h i r d  
t h e s i s  h e r e  i s  of i n t e r e s t ,  We reproduce i t  i n  t h i s  
addendum, w i t h  h e l p s  i n t e r s p e r s e d  a s  fo l l ows :  

"The Word of God and t h e  ho ly  Sacraments -- 
s i n c e  they a r e  t h e  seed "or  source" ,  t h e  
f o u n t a i n  and t h e  on ly  mandate of t h e  Church 
" s o l e  d i r e c t i v e  f o r  i t s  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t y v ' ,  
a r e  t h e  marks of t h e  One Holy C h r i s t i a n  Church 
"making i t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  per- 
sons  hea r ing ,  b e l i e v i n g  and sp read ing  t h e  
Word". And they " the  Word of God and t h e  ho ly  
Sacraments1' when i n  use  i n  p u r i t y  and wi thout  
a l l o y ,  a l s o  " a t  t h e  same t i m e "  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  
d i s t i n c t i v e  marks of t h e  t r u e  o r  or thodox 
v i s i b l e  church. " 

Comment : 
Since  t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  t h e s i s  b r i n g s  t o  

t h e  f o r e  t h e  one v i s i b l e  church (una communio ecc l e -  
s i a s t i c a  v e l  una communicatio i n  s a c r i s )  which repre-  
s e n t s  t h e  One Church w i thou t  s c r i p t u r a l l y  unbear- 
a b l e  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  t h i s  Free Church Lutheran 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  double  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  n o t e s  
p rope r ly  connects  # #  1 and 2 of Augsburg V I I  and g e t s  
a t  t h e  f u l l  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  import  of t h e  a r t i c l e .  

I n  A p r i l  1960 and 1961 Overseas Delegates  from 
v a r i o u s  Cont inen ts  were s e n t  by churches  i n  f e l l owsh ip  
w i th  t h e  t hen  Evange l i ca l  Lutheran Synodica l  Confer- 
ence (organ ized  i n  1872).  They came i n  answer t o  a  
r eques t  from t h e  f o u r  a l l i e d  American Synods purpor- 
t i n g  t h a t  men from abroad,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  should h e l p  
i n  d i s s i p a t i n g  t h e  t e n s i o n s  between t h e  former.  I n  
A p r i l  1961 they p re sen t ed  15 t h e s e s  on "Fellowship 
i n  i t s  Necessary Context of t h e  Doct r ine  of t h e  
Churchf1. These, on May l g t h ,  were approved of by t h e  
Recessed Convention of t h e  Synodica l  Conference a s  
c o r r e c t l y  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  Americans t h a t  n o t  due 
a t t e n t i o n  had been given t o  t h e  NOTES of t h e  One 
Church, and i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  w e r e  recommended f o r  a  
new s t a r t .  S ince  they were p r i n t e d  ou t  w i th  a l l  t h e i r  
r e f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  Proceedings of t h a t  r ece s sed  conven- 
t i o n  t hey  a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  everybody. 

Already i n  Oakland t h e  ques t i ons  t r o u b l i n g  Ameri- 
can Lutherans  had been diagnosed by D r .  Hans K i r s t e n  
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Pointedly  I ask: Has 3-15 not  opened t h e  door t o  
church fe l lowship  wi th  the  Reformed, too, proceeding 
from t h i s  same presuppos i t ion  of turn ing  Augsburg V I I  
upside down? I n  t h e  " ~ e p o r t "  a t  the  end of t he  book 
MARBURG REVISITED (p r in t ed  on p. 191 of t h a t  book) a  
r eck le s s  s t r i d e  forward toward super-syncretism was 
taken without  t he  two Missouri Commissioners who s a t  
i n  a s  much a s  r i s k i n g  p r o t e s t  i n  a  p re s s  r e l e a s e ?  
It seems t h i s ,  i n  t h e  d o c t r i n a l  a r e a ,  is being dupli-  
ca ted  a t  p re sen t  a l s o  over a g a i n s t  t he  Roman Church, 
aga in  wi th  Missourians he lp ing ,  s i n c e  Augsburg V I I  
made t o  say t h e  oppos i te  of what i t  says  n a t u r a l l y  
provides j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  any u n i o n i s t  approach. 

Most f o r t u n a t e  indeed i t  is t h a t  one more present  
day wi tness  can h e r e  be  acclaimed, which i s  t ak ing  on 
i ts  l a s t  shape t o  be s igned by l o y a l  congregat ions.  
It i s  the  Ecumenical DecZaration of Faith which was 
s e n t  out under t h e  names of West Coast men and one 
Spr ing f i e ld  professor .  The g rea t  t h ing  about i t  i s  
t h a t  wi th  the  d o c t r i n a l  s t r i c t n e s s  imperat ive and 
a l s o  a  d e f i n i t i o n  of a  temporary s t a t e  of p r o t e s t  
( s t a t u s  confes s ion i s  f o r  immediate use  till Milwaukee 
1971) i t  jo ins  t h e  t r u e  ecumenical concern, t r u e  cath- 
o l i c i t y ,  and thus  t h e  d e l i c a t e  mindfulness of s o u l s  
which was Luther 's5) . 

The Doct r ina l  Background we e s t a b l i s h e d  went 
i n t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of Revelat ion and t h e  corresponding 
na tu re  of the  Church, which b e a t s  upon l e g i t i m a t e  
church fel lowship.  On the  b a s i s  of S c r i p t u r e  i t  was 
l i v e d  out and def ined  i n  the  g rea t  Lutheran Reforma- 
t i o n  and i t s  Confessions o r  Symbols. This  i s  t h e  
take-off f o r  congregat ions who want t o  remain t r u e  
t o  t h e  One Holy C h r i s t i a n  Church i n  the  turmoils  of 
ou te r  church h i s t o r y .  

From our s tudy of doc t r ine  we now t u r n  a s i d e  t o  
view what went on s i n c e  t h e  Reformation century ,  f i r s t  
of a l l  i n  Europe, and t o  how t h e  s t a g e  i s  s e t  now, 
c h i e f l y  i n  America. Af ter  we have absolved t h e  h i s -  
t o r i c a l  t a s k  of l i n i n g  up t h e  p e r i l s  through which 
Confessional Lutheranism ( t h a t  i s  proper pub l i c  ecu- 
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Po in t  1, the  f i r s t  post-Reformation Century 1577-1677. 
The fa r - reaching  Reformatory movement embracing almost 
a l l  people i n  c e r t a i n  geographica l  u n i t s  could no t  
s c o r e  l a s t i n g  v i c t o r i e s ,   or a l l  men have n o t  f a i t h "  
( 2  Th. 3: 2 ) .  This-worldly outward progress ,  even 
though t h e  Reformation g r e a t l y  f u r t h e r e d  i t ,  was i n  
i t s  soc io - r e l i g ious  e f f e c t  bound t o  b e  more i n  l i n e  
w i th  Rome's mixing of Law and Gospel and wi th  Rome's 
l a t i t u d i n a r i a n  aim a t  this-world p e r f e c t i o n  than  wi th  
preaching Law and Gospel accord ing  t o  t h e  S c r i p t u r e .  
What came up a s  p rog re s s ive  thought might eschew Rome, 
and v i c e  ve r sa ,  y e t  th i s -wor ld ly  emphasis was s i m i l a r ,  
To emphasize t h a t  Revela t ion  from above rescues  unruly 
f a l l e n  man from Sa tan ' s  c l u t c h e s  and then r u l e s  him 
evange l i ca l l y ,  thus  making t h e  s p e c i a l  work of t h e  
Church work only Chr i s  t -cen te red ,  even heading t h e  
b e l i e v e r s  f o r  C h r i s t  t h e i r  Lord 's  r e t u r n ,  is a  f a r  
remove from men's n a t u r a l  dream. Accordingly, i n  t h e  
c e n t u r i e s  a f t e r  t he  Reformation, t h e  g r e a t  c i v i l i z a -  
t i o n  t h r u s t ,  even i n  P r o t e s t a n t  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  g r adua l ly  
f e l l  i n  w i th  heathen l i t e r a r y  o f f s h o o t s ,  Renaissance 
and Humanism. It moved toward a man-centered i d e a l  
world of t he  f u t u r e ,  a s  i t  does today i n  Western Li- 
be ra l i sm  and even i n  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  naughty c h i l d ,  Com- 
munism. The f a c t  t h a t  Lutheran congrega t ions  were 
n o t  organized a longs ide  o f ,  bu t  r a t h e r  a s  p a r t  and 
p a r c e l  o f ,  t h e  l o c a l  c i v i c  borough, submi t t ing  i n  
consequence t o  a  s o r t  of supe rv i s ion  of t h e  powers 
t h a t  be ,  whether l o c a l  o r  t e r r i t o r i a l ,  tended t o  
o f f s e t  i f  n o t  t o  n u l l i f y  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  cont inu ing  
g r e a t  Lutheran theology coupled wi th  f u l l  c l e rgy  loy- 
a l t y  t o  t he  One Church. It served  t o  coun te rac t  a l s o  
t h e  genuine f a i t h  of uncounted throngs  of t h e  pa r i sh -  
i o n e r s  s t i l l  everywhere f i l l i n g  t h e  church pews, 
r a t h e r  many of t he se  p a r i s h i o n e r s  a l s o  l ead ing  f i n e  
C h r i s t i a n  l i v e s .  Y e t  b e t t e r  t h ings  can be  s a i d .  I n  
s p i t e  of t h e  T h i r t y  Years '  War t h e r e  w a s  an unheard-of 
outpouring of C h r i s t i a n  s ing ing ,  l ove ly ,  pe r sona l ,  y e t  
probing t h e  l a s t  dep ths  a s  a t  ~ u t h e r ' s  t i m e .  The songs 
of Pau l  Gerhard f i l l  a  book, and t h e r e  were s c o r e s  of 
s i n g e r s  i n  many r e s p e c t s  l i k e  him. Gerhard a l s o  s tood  
t h e  test  of near-martyrdom when i n  1666 t h e  Great 
E l e c t o r  of P r u s s i a ,  a  C a l v i n i s t ,  deposed him from 
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emotional  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  completely man-centered 
Rat ional ism,  b e f o r e  e v e r  Semler, Michael is ,  Eichhorn 
and o t h e r s  followed him. 

Almost i n e v i t a b l y  Lutheran theologians  who a f t e r  
t h e  change i n  c l ima te  wanted t o  be  wel l - received go t  
under t h e  s p e l l  of t h e  key philosophy of t h e  t i m e s  
a s  a r t i c u l a t e d  by Immanuel KANT. W e  must ana lyze  
h i s  t r a i n  of thought a l i t t l e ,  even i f  i n  t h e  p r i n t e d  
l e c t u r e  t h i s  ought t o  be  o f f e r ed  i n  sma l l e r  p r i n t  s o  
t h a t  who c a r e s  can s tudy  i t ,  

The Konigsberg g i a n t  i n  h i s  c r i t i c a l  and r a t h e r  
cau t ious  way combined ~ e s c a r t e s '  reasoning from t h e  
ego and t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r i c i s t s t  going only by so- 
c a l l e d  observed da t a .  The r e s u l t  was a  temperate  
Rat ional ism,  which made the  b e s t  of man be ing  l e f t  
a l l  by himself  and which a r r i v e d  a t  impor tan t  cer -  
t a i n t i e s  i n  s p i t e  of i t  a l l ,  S ince  t h e  s enses  a lone  
convey knowledge which is  i n  a d d i t i o n  ego-control led,  
w e  a r e ,  a s  i t  were toward t h e  l e f t  hand, t h e  a r c h i -  
t e c t s  of t h e  world about u s ,  f o r  t h i s  would b e  chaos 
bu t  f o r  our observing and o rde r ing  minds. I n  back 
of t h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c t i v i t y  i s  a  s o r t  of augus t  
c o l l e c t i v e  super-ego, It g e t s  p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  be ing  
i n e r r a n t ,  though i n d i v i d u a l s  do e r r ,  But a s  t h e s e  
s enses  do n o t  reach t o  t h e  beyond a t  a l l ,  t h e r e  i s  
a b s o l u t e l y  no knowledge worth t h a t  name e i t h e r  of 
God o r  of f i r s t  o r  of l a s t  t h i n g s ,  No metaphys ica l  
r e v e l a t i o n  can ever  reach  us  men, Not only g ros s  
s u p e r s t i t i o n s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  con ten t s  of C h r i s t i a n  
f a i t h  must b e  pu t  o f f  a s  haphazard gropings,  But 
t h e s e  weird e f f o r t s  a r e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  l e g i t i m a t e  
and of t h e  deeper  man, Only t h e r e  must b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
c r i t i c i s m .  The f a c t  t h a t  w e  a r e  n o t  only this-worldly 
r a t i o n a l ,  bu t  even s t r i c t l y  moral o r  va lue  be ings  
p o s i t s  "pos tu la tes" ,  t o  w i t ,  such about  v i r t u e ,  im- 
m o r t a l i t y ,  and God, s ays  t h e  C r i t i q u e  of P r a c t i c a l  
Reason. Na tu ra l l y ,  a l l  t h i s  is  only r e v e l a t i o n  from 
w i t h i n .  So Kantianism f i n a l l y  means t h a t  even a s  we 
men r e a l l y  a r e  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  of t h e  world about  u s ,  
a t  l e a s t  by i n t e l l e c t u a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  s o  we (now 
moving a s  i t  were from t h e  outward l e f t  toward t h e  
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ach H i m  a s  Savior  through a  
t down t o  s i z e ,  and H e ' s  dead 

i n  o f f i c i a l  theology, Lutheranism, 
of course ,  was a l r eady  mouldering i n  t h e  grave. 1t ' s  
c a t h o l i c i t y ,  how r i d i c u l o u s  ; how impossible  what 
Augsburg's a r t i c l e s  V I I / V I I I  make t h e  t e s t :  The very  
oppos i t e  of Confessional  Lutheranism was r a t i o n a l .  
It was i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of wor ld ly  power, above a l l  
t h a t  of t h e  composite S t a t e  of P r u s s i a ,  t o  u n i t e  a s  
much a s  p o s s i b l e  of r e l i g i o u s  f a c t i o n s  -- something 
l i k e  t h e  p re sen t  American COCU enthusiasm i n  which 
S o c i a l  Gospel i n t e r e s t s  a r e  t h e  ch ie f  d r i v e .  Because 
of t h e  pan-Protestant  ecumenism of R a t i o n a l i s t s  and 
subsequent of t h e  L i b e r a l s ,  a l l  t h e  arguments on 
Augsburg Confession V I I  a s  f avo r ing  j u s t  a  minimal 
v e r s i o n  of f r e e  o r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  r e l i g i o n ,  a s  t hus  
be ing  t h e  a l l - s u f f i c i n g  cond i t i on  f o r  in te r -church  
al ignments  and even fu s ions ,  became gene ra l  s tock-in-  
t r a d e ,  This  i s sued  i n t o  an i r r e s i s t i b l e  c u r r e n t  when, 
some 150 yea r s  ago, t he  f i r s t - b o r n  c h i l d  of modern 
ecumenical s t r u c t u r i n g  a r r i v e d  on t h e  scene ,  t h e  g r e a t  
P rus s i an  Union, King Freder ick  William I11 shrewdly 
suggested i t  i n  1817; h e  had almost f u l l y  l e g a l i z e d  
i t  by 1827; h e  commanded i t  i n  1830. 

I n  t h e  meantime, over a g a i n s t  t h e  e a r l i e r  more 
crude onslaught  t o  reduce  God's Word and C h r i s t  Only 
t o  t h i n  a i r ,  t h e  gene ra l  f a sh ion  had changed, Even 
t o  l i v e  by c r i t i q u e  was no longer  popular .  The new 
e f f o r t s  of Top Enlightenment undertook t o  outdo Kant 's  
r ight-hand a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  t o  ph i losophize  n o t  j u s t  
out  of t h e  depths  of man, b u t  a s  i t  were s t r a i g h t  ou t  
of some s o r t  of heavens and, i n  l i n e  therewi th ,  t o  
t heo log ize  s t r a i g h t  ou t  of t h e  heavens. The r e i g n i n g  
assumption was t h a t  whatever t h e r e  was t o  God o r  hea- 
ven was c l o s e  t o  man's ( n a t u r a l l y  r e l i g i o u s )  MIND and 
HEART anyway, and t h a t  t h e s e  ou t s t and ing  f a c u l t i e s  
were b e s t  joined.  Through men l i k e  Herder,  H i s  t o r y  
had become an important  w i tnes s  a longs ide  of pure  
reason  and t h e  i n n e r  man, Theologians soon f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  " i n s i d e  heaven" reached i t s  h i g h e s t  s t a t e  i f  i t  
inco rpo ra t ed  a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e  of t he  p a s t  Church's 
p i e t y ,  even of i t s  va r ious  c u l t i c  and s o c i a l  forms, 
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t o  t h e  un ive r se  "or  ~ o d " ,  c a l l i n g  i t  "abso lu te  f e e l i n g  
of dependence". Th i s  t o  him i s  an i n t u i t i v e  g r a sp ,  
env i s ion ing  a power a l l -embracing and i n e v i t a b l y  
l e a d i n g  eve ry th ing  back t o  equi l ib r ium.  The scheme 
i s  i d e a l i s t i c .  I n  ~ c h l e i e r m a c h e r  's view h i s  t o r y ' s  
v ivac iousnes s  e n t a i l s  t h a t  t o  ba lance  t h e  cause- 
governed o r  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  s i d e  of man's n a t u r e  t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  s i d e  must ever  b e  s t r eng thened .  I n  h i s t o r y  
s o  f a r  no b e t t e r  i n f l u e n c e  appeared i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  
Schleiermacher  ave r s ,  t han  t h a t  of J e s u s  c a l l e d  t h e  
C h r i s t ,  I t  i s  f o r  t h e  purpose of r e c e i v i n g  men i n t o  
C h r i s t ' s  s u p e r i o r  t y p e  of a God-consciousness t h a t  
t h a  Chr i s  t i a n  church,  i t s  f e l l owsh ip  and preach ing  
e x i s t .  The B e r l i n  t heo log i an  i n  h i s  "Der Chr i s t -  
l i c h e  Glaube" connected t h a t  w i th  a l l  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  
even w i t h  t h e  Lutheran church t e n e t s ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s ay ,  
a s  f a r  a s  he  could make them f i t  w i l l y - n i l l y .  

Is i t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  i n  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  nine-  
t e en th  cen tury  we meet w i th  a v e r i t a b l e  f l o o d  of 
pseudo-Lutheran "experience" and " l i f e "  r e l i g i o n s ,  
" regenera t ion"  dogmatics,  " ~ h r i s  tian-ego" dogmatics ,  
and what no t?6  

I n  t h e  Old Country a c e r t a i n  m i r a c l e  had hap- 
pened a longs ide .  Before  our  f i r s t  semi-centenary saw 
i t s  end i n  1827, t h e  s t r o n g l y  emotional ,  unc l ea r ,  y e t  
a l s o  hope fu l  g e n e r a l  r e v i v a l  movement a f t e r  t h e  Na- 
pe l eon i c  Wars had begun t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  and deepen 
and t o  pour i t s  wa te r s  a l s o  i n t o  Lutheran channe ls ,  
For Scandinavia  t a k e  Schar tau  (Sweden) . The German 
Lutheran reawakening was i n  p a r t  inaugura ted  by t h e  
f i r s t  Lutheran Free  Church Movement, indeed a n o t a b l e  
f a c t .  The f i r s t  courageous s t e p s  i n t o  f reedom's  a i r  
were taken i n  ~ r u s s i a ' s  S i l e s i a  i n  oppos i t i on  t o  
King F rede r i ck  Wil l iam 111. This  happened when men 
of Bre s l au  i n  1817 r e j e c t e d  j o i n t  communion w i t h  t h e  
Reformed a s  proposed by t h e  King, who w a s  t r y i n g  t o  
i naugu ra t e  h i s  Union Church. 

P o i n t  3b. The fo l l owing  ha l f - cen tu ry ,  1827-1877, 
b r i n g s  our  t o t a l  t h i r d  Reformation Century,  from 
1777 on, t o  i t s  c l o s e ,  

The s t r u g g l e  i n  S i E e s i a  con t inued  i t s  b l e s s e d  
cou r se ,  h i d s t  heavy pe r secu t ions ,  a f t e r  t h e  Union 
Church had become a m a t t e r  s f  r o y a l  f i a t  i n  1830, 
there r e s u l t e d  independent congrega t ions  around 
Breslau, b u t  a l s o  elsewhere i n  P r u s s i a ,  They were 
f i g h t i n g  f o r  the inherited f a i t h  and c l i n g i n g  to t h e  
Lutheran Confessioas, These f r e e  congrega t ions  suc- 
ceeded i n  securing a royal patent from a new King and 
then banded together i n  the  f i r s t  free synod i n  184.5. 
What go t  into t h e i r  way and prevented t h e i r  r e ach ing  
greater s e c t i o n s  of the  popula t ion  was n o t  only go- 
vernment resistance, b u t  a l s o ,  a s  u s u a l ,  a r i v a l  
middle-of-the-rsad movement soon u t i l i z i n g  t h e  Bres lau  
initiative, The ss-called "Vere ins lu theraner"  claimed 
chat  true Lutherans eould s t a y  i n  t h e  Union S t a t e  
Church If only they continued in a protesting s t a t e  
and for this purpose joined together  i n  spec ia l  soc i -  
 ties and a l s o  i s s u e d  conscientious L i t e r a t u r e ,  I n  
sp i ce  of a considerable e f f o r t ,  b l e s s e d ,  we have no 
doubt,  in many respects,  the end was t h e  lost cause. 

This haif-c;i"ntu:~"y couPd have w ~ t n e s s e d  a tre- 
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lers aad s di .ebe i~>$ Sei-ter shan k h ~  co l l eaguss  o f  
h i s  T ~ ~ O  mixed rn?~c?i o f  SchkSleLermacher wi t12  t h e i r  newly 
awakened confessionaP Lutheran consc iousness ,  The 
Neuendet~eBsau Lsehe movement might have become free 
from being somehov~ harnessed t o  the devious p o l i c i e s  
s f  the S ta te  i f  D r ,  von Warless ,  of e a r l y  Erlangen 
fame, had n o t  now been c a l l e d  from Saxony t o  Munich 
t o  head the c o n s i s t o r y  of t h e  new post-Napoleonic 
Bavarian s t a t e  church and t o  keep eve ry th ing  i n  i t  
d o c i l e l y  lumped toge the r .  Thus t h e  f a c t  we meet eve r  
anew is  t h a t  more o r  l e s s  ded i ca t ed  conse rva t i ve  
l e a d e r s ,  by p u t t i n g  up w i t h  L i b e r a l s ,  became t h e  g r ea t  
o b s t a c l e  t o  Confess iona l  o r  t r u l y  ecumenical Luther- 
anism and s p e l l e d  outwardly i t s  doom. Th i s  sounds a 
major warning t o  America's p r e s e n t  Luther land.  
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Though s t r a igh t - fo rward  r e t u r n  t o  a  t r u l y  Luth- 
e r a n  church was prevented from becoming an i s s u e  f o r  
t h e  l a r g e r  c i r c l e  of p ious  Germans, n e v e r t h e l e s s  
s m a l l e r  Lutheran F ree  Churches cont inued t o  s p r i n g  
up. F i r s t  i n  o rde r  i s  F r i e d r i c h  Brunn's v e n t u r e  a t  
Steeden (Hesse Nassau),  1846, He r a t h e r  soon became 
C , F . W ,  Wal ther ' s  co-worker t o  ga in  p ious  s t u d e n t s  f o r  
t h e  expanding Missouri  Synod, A few y e a r s  a f t e r  
Steeden t h e r e  was t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  i n  Baden, Then a t  
t h e  beg inn ing  of t h e  s e v e n t i e s  i t  happened t h a t  i n  
Saxony a  Laymens' Luther  League c a l l e d  p a s t o r s  of 
t h e i r  own, When they  l i n k e d  up w i th  Hesse-Nassau i n  
1876, t h e  Ev.-Lutheran Free  Church i n  Saxony and o t h e r  
S t a t e s  r e s u l t e d ( t h e n c e  Georg S toeckhard t )  . We n o t e  i n  
t h i s  connect ion:  Even a t  p l a c e s  where t h e  P r u s s i a n  o r  
Baden o r  Hesse-Nassau t ype  of union was n o t  i n t r o -  
duced, t h a t  i s  t o  s ay  where t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  churches  
had r e t a i n e d  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  t i t l e  Lutheran,  a s  i n  Sax- 
ony o r  Thur ing ia ,  t h e  Church's Confessions had become 
mere h i s t o r i c a l  landmarks. A f i c t i t i o u s  h i s t o r i c a l  
and l e g a l  c la im was a s s i d i o u s l y  upheld.  The f r a u d  
was p e r p e t r a t e d  eve r  anew by s t i l l  ment ioning t h e  
Lutheran Confessions a t  o r d i n a t i o n ,  It became cus- 
tomary t o  accep t  t h e  o r d i n a t i o n  vow a s  be ing  b ind ing  
only i n  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  consc ience  and t h e  
so -ca l l ed  s c i e n t i f i c  ou t look  was w i l l i n g  t o  go a long  
w i th  t h e  Confessions '  t e n e t s .  D r .  John T i e t j e n ' s  book 
"Which Way t o  Lutheran un i ty?"  (Concordia,  1966) sug- 
g e s t s  t h a t  i t ' s  enough f o r  a u n i t e d  Lutheranism i f  
a l l  Synods o f f i c i a l l y  recognize  t h e  Lutheran Confes- 
s i o n s  a s  norm, t h i s  t o  b e  f e a t u r e d  i n  p a s t o r a l  c a l l  
and o r d i n a t i o n ,  Th i s  p l a n  and p l e a  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  is  
made t o  a n  order  ve ry  o l d ,  It undid a l l  European 
t e r r i t o r i a l  Lutheran churches  a f t e r  Enl ightenment  and 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  when t h e r e  had been an upsurge of f a i t h  
a longs ide  of t h e  s t r o n g  c u r r e n t s  of d e n i a l ,  Tha t  such 
a  hope l e s s  endeavor can l a y  c la im t o  b e  cons idered  a  
s e r i o u s  produc t ion  is  only due t o  t h e  a b s t r a c t i o n  of 
merely d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  s u r f a c e  of t h e  American Luth- 
e r a n  bodies  and t h e i r  u n i f i c a t i o n  e f f o r t s  and l e a v i n g  
out  of cons ide ra t i on ,  e i t h e r  through s a g a c i t y  o r  igno- 
rance ,  t h e  de te rmin ing  European p a t t e r n s .  

- ?slat ha, Gur f o u r t h  c o u n t  esmprises the next  fun% ---- -- ---- 
century from 1871 ti11 coday, v i t h  of course Che addi- 
Zisnal 8 years up to 1939 taken i n t o  the ba rga in ,  

I shall once nore  split is up, We t u r n  t o  the  
Zirs t  half, 1877-1329, 3 i i s c h i i e n  t2r s o p b i s  t i c a t e d l y  --- - -- 
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t h e  hidden n e g a t i v e  coun te rpa r t  t o  t h e  sanguine  cu l -  
t u r a l  r e l i g i o u s n e s s  t h a t  had smiled on Europe b e f o r e ,  
I n  t h i s  connect ion we u s u a l l y  speak of E x i s t e n t i a l i s m  
because on ly  " ex i s t ence  i n  t h i s  moment" i s  s a i d  t o  
count ,  Here walked forward K a r l  Ba r th ,  He u t i l i z e d  
t h e  c r i t i c a l  an t i -bourgeois  approach t o  t h e  f u l l ,  b u t  
added h i g h e r  t a l k  of r e v e l a t i o n  and of church and even 
of con fe s s ion  t han  had been heard  i n  t h e  R i t s c h l  and 
Schleiermacher  e r a ,  y e t  a l l  t h i s  under t h e  sway of 
t h e  hour ,  t h e  d i c t a t e  of t h e  moment, which p r e c i s e l y  
once more handed a l l  over  t o  r e l i g i o u s  man's d e c i s i o n ,  
While Bar th  a t t r i b u t e d  every second move t o  man a s  
God's p a r t n e r ,  h e  reserved  every  primary move t o  God. 
This  g e n e r a l  p a t t e r n  shoved a s i d e  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  
between Law and Gospel, a l s o  between church concerns  
and state concerns ,  I n  Swiss Reformed f a s h i o n  h e  
commanded t h e  church t o  move i n t o  Simon-pure p o l i t i c s ,  
always an t i -bourgeois  , T e r r i t o r i a l  church Lutherans  
p laced  some s t o c k  i n  t h e  new f a sh ion  a s  o f f s e t t i n g  
s ecu l a r i sm ,  

The un ion i z ing  e f f e c t s  of "Li fe  and Word" (Stock- 
holm, 1925) ,  i n  f a c t  of t h e  t o t a l  Wes te r ly  o r i e n t e d  
Ecumenical Movement, were keen ly  f e l t  i n  de f ea t ed  Ger- 
many, and t h e  Lutheran World Convent came i n t o  be ing  
bo th  a long  w i t h ,  and s l i g h t l y  a g a i n s t ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  
Ecumenical Movement, I n  Russia ,  and through Russ ia ,  
Bolshevism had des t royed  much of Lutheran congrega- 
t i o n a l  l i f e  e a s t  of Germany, and t h e  l i t e r a r y  Luther  
Renaissance,  which g radua l l y  go t  c l o s e r  t o  Luther ,  
b u t  remained f a r  from S c r i p t u r e ,  was f o r  t h e  s c h o l a r s ,  
On t h e  cong rega t i ona l  l e v e l  i r r emed iab l e  l o s s e s  con- 
t inued .  

P o i n t  5b. Here we e n t e r  on t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  
f o u r t h  t o t a l  count ,  a f t e r  t h e  Formula of Concord, 
which began w i t h  1927 and, i f  God w i l l s ,  goes on t o  1977. 

When Adolf H i t l e r  from 1927 on ascended t o  power, 
s e i z i n g  c o n t r o l  i n  1933, t h e  f i r s t  i n k l i n g s  of an en- 
s u i n g  t o t a l i t a r i a n  s t a t e  were r e g i s t e r e d ,  The Kirchen- 
kmrrpf fol lowed i n  t h e  t h i r t i e s  under t h e  j o i n t  l e ade r -  
s h i p  of Mart in  Niemoel ler  and K a r l  Barth .  Though t h e r e  
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H i t l e r  government i n s t a l l e d  two German f a c t i o n s  a s  
v i c t o r s ,  one Bar th ian ,  t h e  o t h e r  more P i e t i s t  o r  
L i b e r a l  than  Lutheran,  The whole Res to ra t i on  was f a r  
removed from s e r i o u s  Lutheran Confessional ism and,  a s  
t o  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of reach ing  people ,  i t  was t o t a l l y  
u n r e a l i s t i c ,  It impressed American Lutherans ,  even 
~ i ~ s o u r i ' s  headqua r t e r s ,  f a r  more than was j u s t i f i e d ,  
I n  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  per iod  t h a t  fol lowed,  t h i s  Restora- 
t i o n  r a t h e r  soon succumbed bo th  t o  t h e  unchecked sec- 
u l a r i s m  of t h e  popula t ion  and, s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  even t o  
t h e  r a d i c a l i s m  of Bultmann, of God-is-dead theo logy ,  
and of semi-Marxist soc io logy .  The Ecumenical Move- 
ment gained u n i v e r s a l  c o n t r o l ,  a s  Bishop Schoef f  e l  
of Hamburg had p r e d i c t e d  i t  t o  me b e f o r e  t h e  end of 
t h e  War, Germany go t  what i t  was d e s t i n e d  t o  g e t  
s i n c e  P r u s s i a ' s  e f f o r t s ,  i t  r e a l i z e d  one a l l -compr is ing  
union church, c a l l e d  Evangel ische Ki rche  i n  Deutsch- 
l and ,  E . K . i . D ,  Th is  succeeded i n  overcoming t h e  l a s t  
r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  wiping ou t  t h e  a c t i v e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
of t h e  Lutheran Confessions,  The t ragedy  reached t h e  
l a s t  s t a g e  t h e s e  l a s t  y e a r s ,  The a n t i c s  of church 
l e a d e r s  d a r e  n o t  dece ive  u s .  While t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  
men of t h e  a l l e g e d l y  Lutheran t e r r i t o r i a l  churches  
have s o  played down a l l  d o c t r i n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  a l s o  
w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  ~ o r d ' s  Supper,  t h a t  t hey  can 
j u s t  about  u n i t e  w i t h  anybody any t i m e  and people  do 
n o t  know t h e  l e a s t  b i t  of d o c t r i n e ,  t h e  Western b i s -  
hops surnamed Lutheran had in-between d i scovered  t h a t  
i t  would b e  wise  t o  h o i s t  ~ u t h e r ' s  f l a g  over  t h e  
I , K .  i . D .  through an amended Augsburg Confession. But 
they a r e  n o t  themselves s e r i o u s  w i t h  t h e  ru se .  I j u s t  
saw an e x c e l l e n t  a r t i c l e  appear  on Hamburg w r i t t e n  by 
an ALC American who had been l e a s e d ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  t o  
work i n  t h a t  t e r r i t o r i a l  church ,  Theodore R,  Baudler  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  e n t i t l e d  h i s  obse rva t i on  "The Dying 
church" ( inl 'Lutherans  Aler tv' , September 1969) . By 
t h e  way, Stockholm i n  Sweden i s  worse. A s  I g e t  t h e  
manuscr ipt  ready f o r  t h e  p r i n t e r s ,  a  very  knowledge- 
a b l e  a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  by t h e  new e d i t o r  of t h e  "Spring- 
f i e l d e r " ,  D r .  David P. Scaer ,  e n t i t l e d  "Re f l ec t i ons  on 
a  European Trip" (1969, No. 111, pp. 15-23), c r o s s e s  
my desk, which g r e a t l y  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  
t he  r e a l  s i t u a t i o n s  over  he re .  I n  recogniz ing  a l l  
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ey s e t  up a  Seminary (Luther i sch  Theo- wr l~ , j , , e  (as diT-:~:~.cq j3uL.-2m a - i 2  u p  
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Lutheran Free  Churches a t  once j o i n t l y  absorbed and in -  
corpora ted  a  miss ion  which some of them had b u i l t  up 
w i th  German headqua r t e r s  a t  Bleckmar. I t  counts  some 
20,000 bap t i zed  Bantus i n  South Af r i ca .  These chur- 
ches  have had f o r  some y e a r s  one of t h e i r  men, P a s t o r  
Hans-Lutz Poetsch of Bremen, f u n c t i o n  a s  d i r e c t o r  of 
t h e  German Lutheran Hour, i n  p a r t  a t  American ex- 
pense.  Alongside,  on a  t o t a l l y  independent  b a s i s ,  an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  recognized t h e o l o g i c a l  q u a r t e r l y  of 
t h e i r s  i s  be ing  publ i shed ,  Lutherischer RLmdb t i c k ,  
which now o f f e r s  340 pages a  yea r  (Lutheraner-Verlag,  
Wiesbaden, $2.50 annua l ly  v i a  Concordia Pub l i sh ing  
House, appear ing  s i n c e  1953) .  Of l a t e ,  l e a rned  men 
from q u a r t e r s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  churches seem 
keen on o f f e r i n g  t h e i r  l i t e r a r y  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p r i m a r i l y  
f o r  reviews.  The Lutheran F ree  Churches of Germany 
a r e  a t  p r e sen t  i n  t h e  process  of be ing  fash ioned  and 
fused  i n t o  one body, The Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod he lped  t h e  &.-Lutheran Free  Church (of Saxony 
and o t h e r  S t a t e s )  a  l o t  i n  decades b e f o r e  t h e  l a s t  
War, and f o r  a  wh i l e  fo l l owing  World War I1 a l l  of 
t h e s e  F ree  Churches were t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  of s p e c i a l  
a t t e n t i o n .  Th i s  c r ea t ed  a  major p o s s i b i l i t y ,  namely 
t o  s t a r t  t h e  Oberurse l  Seminary on magni f icen t  grounds 
scheduled t o  b e  whol ly  donated. For a l l  t h i s  l o y a l t y  
and l ove  t h e  Lutheran Free  Churches w i l l  e v e r  b e  
t hank fu l .  But from 1945 on, through h e r  own e v e r  
growing d o c t r i n a l  d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  Missouri  a l s o  began 
t o  develop i n t o  a  major danger  f o r  t h e  Lutheran or tho-  
doxy of t h e  F ree  Churches and t h u s  f o r  Lutheran o r  
t r u l y  ecumenical  cause  i n  t h e  Old World. A s i n g u l a r  
oppo r tun i t y  a f t e r  t h e  War was fo r ec lo sed  by S t .  Louis 
s t r a t e g y .  Now t h e  ALC fe l l owsh ip  is a  deadly blow. 

The resumption or  r a t h e r  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of 
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q12%ckly subs ided  and  reverted i n t o  ;he o p p o s i t e ,  Neo-a 
~rtha:ldoxy, Ssr ti$-: I ke, earned i n t o  what was related 

P-P: ,+ -gin, k c 3  N e z - % , - ~ - b e r ~ l i ~ m ,  3u%_tniann-like-Germany, 
a f t e r  ~1 p e t t i n g  on ii:s f ee6 in She Zedera1 Repvblic, 
again became a g r e a t  expor ter  of t h o u g h t ,  I t s  gresant 
theology is rncst ly  anthropology -- d o c t r i n e  not of and 
concerning Sod, of aad concerning man, This  ?,.s 
%he i n e v i ~ a b l e  c>arif isar ion a n d  f i n a l  Bsgica% upsho t  
if history i s  a l l  of one c l o t h  and God cannct get Fn 
anywsy , Also in America %he this-worldly his tsrico- 
critical method can o n l y  end in humanism una3ashed, 
The great  3nknm~n :nay, howevsr, p l a y  a mystical role 
LO cornpensaix, T h a t  is i% can p l a y  on my self-under-  
s t a ~ ~ d i f i g  ""ln Lhe e x i s  tent La$. rms%nents'\ , a w i n g  Co some 
3 7 ~ n i ~ e ~ ~ e  totaliwy%', and t hus  cause " 'fully-de-i~eloped 
self --understandingii '' T h i s  i r r a t i o n a l l y  btre s a n g u f m l j r  
is supposed $0 understand t he  o ther  person as w e l l ,  
This  sketches the l i n e  taken by Bultmann, Braun, Fuchs, 
even EbePing Pa s p i t e  o f  Luther pretenses. But r i g h t  
bere jump in t h e  new soe is - theologians ,  who comprise 
the NOW-Generation or thought  vanguard, I f  there i s  
no message in truth dirzctly from God, if Christ's 
d iv ine  person and intercessory work, all facts of 
salvation history just amaunt to so many % a i r y  tales, 
but if, i n  s p f  t e  of all, " t h i s  moment couzzts", i n  some? 
strmge way "ts-uhing the r e a l  man and somehow h i s  
neighbore' ,  then I better not dream about s e l f - r e a l i z a -  
tion in t h e  f a s h i o n  of the great past cultural theo- 
logy of Germany, but I rather ought t o  get busy chang- 
ing t he  w o r l d  by a s o c i a l  over turn ,  l e t ' s  frankly say, 
by a neo-Marxian r e v o l u t i o n ,  Not only i s  there no 
Lutheran t h e o l o g i c a l  f a c u l t y  % e f t ,  among t h e  s c o r e s  
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t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  s ta te -main ta ined  i n  t h e  two Germanies, w i th  what you i n  America would c a l l  seminary t r a i n i n g .  
b u t  even rock-bottom C h r i s t i a n i t y  and c e n t r a l  s a v i n g  W e  of t h e  Lutheran Free  Churches a r e  i n  c l o s e  touch 
t r u t h  is  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  on t h e  program any w i th  t h e  new p r o t e s t i n g  groups and t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  
more, and s t u d e n t s  of theology a r e  t o  q u i t e  a  l a r g e  and t h e  ~ i r c h l i c h e  Sammlungen a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  
e x t e n t  j u s t  n e o - a t h e i s t i c  i d e a l i s t s .  Often t hey  a r e  h e l p  of Oberurse l  i n  some s i n g u l a r  way f o r  s t u d e n t s  
t h e  main a g i t a t o r s  of t h e  APO and s i m i l a r  r e v o l t s ,  they know, But i t  t akes  more than  a  moon t r i p ,  i t  
Th i s  extreme r a d i c a l i z a t i o n  of t h e o l o g i c a l  thought ,  almost demands t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from one s o l a r  system t o  
w i th  whole groups of p r o f e s s o r s  and s t u d e n t s  g e t t i n g  ano the r  t o  draw C h r i s t i a n  people ,  be  they  h igh  o r  low, 
a l l  ou t  of bounds, i s  moving downward and invading  t h e  i n t o  freedom -- t h e r e  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  s t a n d  w i t h  a  de- 
c o u n t l e s s  church-goers a s  f a r  a s  they  s t i l l  a t t e n d  i n  termined Lutheranism which d a r e s  no longer  t o  b e  de- 
o ld  and new gorgeously b u i l t  e d i f i c e s .  Now what is  
h e r e  t o  b e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  r ega rd ing  t h e  Evange l i ca l  
Church Ra l ly  o r  F a i r  (Evangel ischer  Kirchentag)  . It 
began a f t e r  t h e  War a s  a  s o r t  of p i e t i s t  and u n i o n i s t  
ge t - toge ther  and was i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  on a  huge s c a l e  
i n  o rde r  t o  i n t e r e s t  t h e  layman, It h a s  today de t e r -  
i o r a t e d  i n t o  mainly a  huge profane  deba t i ng  s o c i e t y ,  
w i th  gro tesque  and r e p e l l i n g  f e a t u r e s .  

The t o t a l  o f f ence  t o  t hose  s t i l l  c h e r i s h i n g  sav- 
i n g  f a i t h  is  s o  g r e a t  t h a t  two o r g a n i z a t i o n s  have 
sprung up t o  coun te r ac t  t h e  havoc t h a t  i s  be ing  wrought, 
One is c a l l e d  Bekenntnisbewegung: "Kein anderes  Evan- 
gelium", t h e  o t h e r  i s  known t o  add p r o v i n c i a l  names t o  
t h e  g e n e r a l  t i t l e  of "K i r ch l i che  Sammlung um S c h r i f t  
und ~ e k e n n t n i s " .  The f i r s t  a ch i eves  meet ings  i n  West 
Germany of between 10,000 and 20,000 Pay people ,  The 
l a t t e r  i n  1963 a t  S i t t e n s e n ,  sou th  of Hamburg, s t a g e d  
a  "happening", t h e  Kuenneth and Fuchs Debate hav ing  
i n v i t e d  a l s o  p r o t e s t i n g  Scandinavians ,  There  assem- 
b l ed  between 1,000 and 2,000 p a s t o r s  and s t u d e n t s ,  
bo th  p r o  and con, S p e c t a c l e s  of t h i s  pronounced type  
a r e  occas iona l l y  p o s s i b l e ,  The g r e a t e s t  o b s t a c l e  i s  
t h e  l a ck ,  yea,  unthinkab l e n e s s  , of f u n c t i o n i n g  con- 
g r ega t i ons  i n  l a t e  t e r r i t o r i a l  churchdom, I f  t h e  
pa s to r  t a k e s  a  bo ld  s t e p  he  is  t h e  p r o v e r b i a l  c a p t a i n -  
without  a  company. The o t h e r  tremendous roadblock i s  

t h e  Lutheran Confessions and i n  a t t emp t ing  t h e  seeming 
imposs ib le ,  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e s p o n s i b l e  congrega t ions  
based on rock bottom, The g r e a t  morning and noon of 
t h e  Reformation t i m e  i s  f u l l y  s p e n t ,  I n  t h e  Saxon 
and Thuringian l ands  where Luther  s p e n t  most of h i s  
l i f e  Communist t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  r u l e s ,  S ince  a l l  con- 

pendent on and s u b s e r v i e n t  t o  t h e  ou tda t ed  s t a t e  o r  
t e r r i t o r i a l  church p a t t e r n ,  We should have b e t t e r  
hours  f o r  pa id  b roadcas t i ng  from Luxembourg o r  e l s e -  
where t o  address  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  more po in t ed ly ,  More 
n o t a b l e  personages than  eve r  b e f o r e  now demand of us  
t h a t  w e  speak ou t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  g r e a t  p u b l i c  
deba t e  about t h e  S t a t e  l evy ing  t a x e s  f o r  t h e  "churches" 
i n  f ' church less  s o c i e t y " ,  But t h i s  r e q u i r e s  men and 
money, and though f i n a n c i a l l y  independent ,  w e  a r e  a s  
y e t  very  few people  when f i g u r e d  a g a i n s t  a 70 m i l l i o n  
n a t i o n  West and Eas t ,  T o t a l  chances a r e  n o t  t o o  g r e a t .  
Nationwide apos t a sy  i s  u s u a l l y  n o t  t o  b e  r e t r i e v e d .  
I n f e c t i o n  e a s i l y  e n t e r s  our  own ranks  e s p e c i a l l y  
through h ighe r  l e a r n i n g .  Among t h e  v a r i o u s  p ious  
groups a  theology of h igh-s t rung  f e e l i n g ,  b u t  n o t  one 
of t h e  means of g race  a s  o p e r a t i n g  under B i b l e  c o n t r o l ,  
i s  s t i l l  t h e  most popula r  f a c t o r .  Neve r the l e s s  i t  i s  
t o  b e  r epo r t ed  t h a t  t hough t fu l  men a11  over  t h e  once 
Lutheran c o u n t r i e s  a r e  bewa i l i ng  t h e  E n t h u s i a s t s '  sep- 
a r a t i o n  of S p i r i t  and Word and t e l l i n g  us  t h a t  t h e r e  
is hope f o r  P i e t i s t  conven t i c l e s  only i n  a r e t u r n  t o  

t he  i n e r a d i c a b l e  p r e d i l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  customary uni- 
v e r s i t y  t r a i n i n g  of p a s t o r s ,  which ex tends  i n t o  some 
Free Churches, Even i n  ca se s  where s t u d e n t s  come from 
C h r i s t i a n  homes they a r e  only t o o  o f t e n ,  i f  n o t  a lmost  
w i th  c e r t a i n t y ,  tu rned  i n t o  a t h e i s t i c  o r  a t  l e a s t  to-  
t a l l y  heterodox persons by t h e  t ime t h e y ' r e  through 

t i n e n t a l  educa t ion  i s  s t a t e - r i d d e n  -- which, I am s o r r y  
t o  say ,  i s  now i n c r e a s i n g l y  be ing  dup l i ca t ed  a l s o  i n  
your count ry  once i n t e n t  on a  new s t a r t  -- i d e o l o g i e s  
come down from h igh  s e a t s  and a r e  a d v e r t i s e d  unabashed 
a s  t h e  only r e l i g i o n  t h e r e  i s .  A s  t h i s  t u rmo i l  goes 
on w e  a r e  c l o s e r  t o  c u r r e n t s  than  eve r ,  May God g i v e  
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t i n e n t a l  educa t ion  i s  s t a t e - r i d d e n  -- which, I am s o r r y  
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u l n e s s  and j o i n  by grace  courage t o  dep th ,  
u the ran  F ree  Church b r e t h r e n  under Com- 

e some day, w i t h  o r  wi thout  martyrdom, reach  
t h e  more remote S l av  world and even t h e  

a r  E a s t  . 
Po in t  6 .  Th i s  i t em  d e a l s  w i th  Scandinavia  and a l s o  
c a s t s  a pa s s ing  g lance  a t  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  world,  

I n  church a f f a i r s ,  Scandinavia  has  ( e s p e c i a l l y  
s i n c e  Reformation t imes u n t i l  of l a t e )  been an annex 
t o  Germany. These c o u n t r i e s  even have t h i s  day d i r e c t  
s t a t e  churches ,  t h e  King i n  par l i ament  ( i n  F in land  i t  
i s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and h i s  Cabinet)  r u l i n g  a l s o  over  t h e  
church,  This  a tav ism i s  more than  j u s t  an outward 
anomaly, Couple t h i s  w i t h  t h e  l a c k  of Roman Catho l i -  
cism oppos i t i on ,  and you can t a k e  f o r  g ran ted  an even 
more v i r u l e n t  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  i n  Sweden and Denmark 
than  i n  Germany, There a r e ,  of course ,  some shades  i n  
theology which show independence, f o r  i n s t a n c e  men 
a r i s i n g  a g a i n s t  Bultmann's form c r i t i c i s m  a t  Upsala 
( R i e s e n f e l s ,  Gerhardsson) .  A l l  over  Europe comprehen- 
s i v e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e sea rches  a r e  be ing  c a r r i e d  on, and 
some, of course ,  a r e  t r u l y  u s e f u l  a long  Reformation 
l i n e s .  A l l  t h i s  o f f e r s  l i t t l e  r e a l  h e l p  f o r  s o u l s .  
The s ta te -church  p a t t e r n ,  which beckons wor ld ly  soc i -  
e t y ,  even t h e  p u b l i c  p r e s s ,  t o  r u l e  i n  t h e  church,  and 
above a l l  t h e  dep lo rab l e  s t a t e  of t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  f  ac- 
u l t i e s  of t h e  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  p rec lude  a t u r n  t o  
recovery.  

For t h r e e  reasons  Norway may b e  termed a s  y e t  a 
p a r t i a l  excep t ion .  F i r s t  through l a y  a t tachment  t o  
t h e  ecczesiolae,  t o  t h e  powerful c i r c l e s  f o r  home ed i -  
f i c a t i o n  and f o r e i g n  miss ions ,  evolved dur ing  a cen- 
t u r y ,  Secondly,  a l r e a d y  back i n  1908, t h e s e  same 
c i r c l e s ,  no doubt encouraged by t h e  remarkable Kuiper 
ven tu re  i n  Reformed Holland,  b u i l t  up a g a i n s t  f a i t h -  
de s t roy ing  u n i v e r s i t y  theology t h e i r  F r ee  Theolog ica l  
Facu l ty ,  MENIGHEITFAKULTETEN . Thi s  school ,  which na t -  
u r a l l y  d i d  n o t  r e a d i l y  t u r n  t o  unabashed R a t i o n a l i s t  
late-comers o r  t o  t h e  Neo-Orthodox o r  Marx is t  avant- 
c o u r i e r s ,  i s  educa t i ng  t h r ee - fou r th s  o r  more of a l l  

p a s t o r s .  But i t  seems ve ry  dangerous t h a t  t h e  F ree  
Facul ty  i s  t o  move on t h e  grounds of t h e  S t a t e  Uni- 
v e r s i t y ,  Le t  them, ye s ,  l e t  u s  a l l  watch most ca re -  
f u l l y  t h e  h i s t o r i c o - c r i t i c a l  method, Th i rd ly  Norway 
i s  i n  a unique p o s i t i o n  because du r ing  Nazi-occupation 
r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  f o r c i n g  t h e  church i n  l i n e  was fo r -  
t u n a t e l y  based d i r e c t l y  on outspoken words of Luther  
and on h i s  d o c t r i n e  demanding s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  two king- 
doms even a t  t h e  p e r i l  of martyrdom, Th i s  Luther  s t a n c e  
i s  s t i l l  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  remembered, Here,  then ,  t h e r e  
a r e  some r e s e r v e s ,  i n  p a r t  a t  l e a s t  s t i l l  sc reened  
from l e v e l i n g  world op in ion  by a l o c a l  language,  It 
is  good t h a t  n o t  t o o  long ago D r .  Robert  Preus  spen t  
some t ime i n  h i s  a n c e s t o r s  ' country.  

W e  have l e f t  ou t  of c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  g r e a t  Roman 
and Refomed communities a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  whole Orthodox 
world.  Cur ren ts  t h e r e  have always a f f e c t e d  t hose  men 
and groups who dared  t o  espouse i n  dead e a r n e s t  t h e  
Lutheran Confessions and che r i shed  them a s  be ing  t h e  
pure  exponents of t h e  One Church's d o c t r i n e  of SOLA 
GRATIA, FIDE, SCRIPTURA, SOEUS CHRISTUS. As t o  r e a l  
minor i ty  group Lutherans ,  t h e r e  a r e  some i n  such coun- 
tries where t h e  Reformed o r  where one of t h e  two types  
of Cathol ic ism r u l e  and i n  f a c t  a c r o s s  a l l  c o n t i n e n t s  
and i n  most c o u n t r i e s .  These s c a t t e r e d  Lutherans  i n  
some p l a c e s  have congrega t ions  t h a t  b e a r  a l l  burdens 
and s t a n d  up f o r  t h e  s av ing  i s s u e s  s o l e l y  by them- 
s e l v e s .  I f  you compare t h e i r  hones t  numbers w i t h  t h e  
i n f l a t i o n  p r a c t i c e d  by t h e  s t a t e  and t e r r i t o r i a l  church 
s t a t i s t i c i a n s ,  r e l a t i v e  j u s t i c e  demands, s o  i t  would 
seem t o  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  t h a t  you e i t h e r  mu l t i p ly  t h e  fo r -  
mer f i g u r e s  by t h i r t y  t o  f i f t y  o r  you d imin ish ,  i n  t h e  
same p ropo r t i on ,  t h e  f r e a k  numbers of t h e  l a t t e r .  
Some of t h e  lesser groups a r e  i n  churches  c l o s e l y  con- 
nec ted  w i th  t he  European Lutheran F ree  Church people ,  
a s  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  South America, South A f r i c a ,  n o t  t o  
mention some f o r e i g r  miss ions .  Here,  too ,  Missour i  of 
l a t e  i s  undoing and unmaking, s o  t h a t  h e l p  has  t o  b e  
given8. 

One t h i n g  seems p l a i n  t o  many, I n  t h e  long  run 
you cannot ma in t a in  a profound c o n f e s s i o n a l  p o s i t i o n ,  
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you cannot ma in t a in  a profound c o n f e s s i o n a l  p o s i t i o n ,  



r e q u i r i n g  a c e n t r a l l y  o r i e n t e d  theology of ecumenical  
sweep, w i thou t  adequate  t h e o l o g i c a l  c e n t e r ,  The in- 
s t i t u t i o n s  i n  o u t l y i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  suppor ted  by few, 
r e q u i r e  t h e  h e l p  of p l a c e s  more favorab ly  l o c a t e d  f o r  
Lutheran l o r e  and having ampler means t o  suppor t  f a r -  
r e ach ing  programs. Dare they be  be t rayed  by Confes- 
s i o n a l  Lutheranism where f o r  t h e  l a s t  c en tu ry  i t  was 
s t r o n g e s t  ? 

Oberurse l  i s  i n  a new s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n  owing t o  
t h e  c ro s s - cu r r en t s  around, b u t  i s  s u f f e r i n g  i n t e r n a l l y  
a s  t o  c o n f e s s i o n a l  dep th  and miss ionary  e f f i c i e n c y  
from a l a c k  which ought n o t  t o  be i n  view of t h e  g r e a t  
sister churches ,  v i z . ,  ample man power i n  r e s e r v e  f o r  
v i t a l  b u t  exac t i ng  d i v i s i o n s  of s tudy .  (Choice l i m i -  
t e d  t o  some 200 p a s t o r s  i s  n o t  enough i n  a count ry  of 
a n c i e n t  l e a r n i n g .  ) 

A l l  t o l d ,  t h e  f u l l n e s s  of d i v i n e  t r u t h  coupled 
w i t h  t h e  l o y a l t y  of a g r e a t  v i s i b l e  church l i v i n g  up 
t o  God's ho ly  means and marks once upon a t ime ascen- 
ded i n  Germany and sur rounding  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  t h e  sun  
a r i s i n g  i n  h i s  sp l endo r ,  The l i g h t  long  t a r r i e d ,  then 
hovered undecidedly,  bu t  i t  has  now almost van ished  
behind clouds c l o s e  t o  t h e  ho r i zon  l i n e ,  Neve r the l e s s  
it is  n o t  y e t  t o t a l  n i g h t ,  and t h e r e ' s  work t o  d ,  
Can r e a l i g n e d  Confess iona l  Lutheranism i n  America b e  
a f a c t o r  aga in  even f o r  Germany, even f o r  Scandinav ia ,  
and f o r  o u t f l u n g  p o s t s ,  b e f o r e  i t  indeed i s  too  l a t e ?  

Th i s ,  then ,  t a k e s  us  t o  America, 

FOOTNOTES 

Owing t o  the  "Hi l f sbuch  zum Lutherstudium" by K u r t  
Aland (1957) one can use va r i ous  major  e d i t i o n s  f o r  
quotes, s i nce  a l l  have been c o l l a t e d .  S t  L means S t .  
Lou is  German e d i t  i on  o f  L u t h e r ' s  works; WA equals  
Weimar e d i t i o n ;  f f .  means: ' land s e c t i o n s f 0 1  lowing."  

1 )  The wording of t h e  two p o i n t s  t h a t  fo l low i n  t h e  

l e c t u r e  i s  t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  t aken  from t h i s  au- 
t h o r ' s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  A LAST WORD OF OVERSEAS 
DELEGATES, an ove r tu re  which had been addressed 
t o  t h e  Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod p r i o r  t o  
Denver and mailed t o  a l l  t h e  c h i e f  men, bu t  was 
no t  brought t o  t h e  de l ega t e s  ' not  i c e .  

2 )  See WA 3 0 ~ 1 1  pp. 86 f f .  The German Gott ingen 
e d i t i o n  of t h e  Book of Concord p r i n t s  t h e  Schwa- 
bach A r t i c l e  X I 1  a longs ide  of Augsburg V I I .  The 
s i t u a t i o n  of Summer 1528 a t  Schwabach could  a l s o  
no t  have been more t e n s e  a s  t o  p r i n c i p l e s .  Since 
Speyer 11, f i r s t  p a r t  of t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  ques t i on  
was whether t h e  Sacramentar ians  o r  d e n i e r s  of t h e  
body and blood of C h r i s t  i n  t h e  Lord 's  Supper and 
of t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  o f  t h e  Means of Grace could be 
admit ted i n t o  t h e  instrument  of defense a g a i n s t  
Romanist v io l ence ,  t h e  Smalcald League. This  
E l e c t o r a l  Saxony and Georg of Brandenburg/Ansbach 
negated a t  Schwabach ( suburb of Nuremberg) . I n  
t h i s  t h e y  followed Luther ,  who had been adamant 
aga ins t  a  league which would have burdened them 
with g l o s s i n g  over  f a l s e  e n t h u s i a s t  d o c t r i n e ,  f o r  
he had even put it t h i s  way: "He i s  no l e s s  un- 
c h r i s t i a n  who denies  one a r t i c l e  of  f a i t h  t han  
Arius", who denied a l l  ( S t  L X V I ,  518-520). 

3 )  Luther ' s  tfVom Abendmahl C h r i s t i ,  Bekenntnis" 1528, 
i n  i ts  concluding Symbolical p a r t ,  had under t h e  
head of t h e  Thi rd  A r t i c l e  a l s o  contained t h e  f o l -  
lowing words on t h e  Church (what fo l lows  is  my 
t r a n s l a t i o n ,  on t h e  b a s i s  of S t  L XX,  1101 # 533) :  
". . , s o  t h a t  a l s o  under t h e  Pope, t h e  P e r s i a n s ,  
t h e  T a r t a r s ,  and a l l  around, Christendom is  s c a t -  
t e r e d  bod i ly ,  bu t  brought t o g e t h e r  s p i r i t u a l l y  i n  
one Gospel and f a i t h ,  under one Head who i s  Je sus  
C h r i s t t t .  P r e c i s e l y  t h i s  Una Sancta  take-of f  
makes Luther  uny ie ld ing  with r ega rd  t o  t h e  church 
i n  a c t i o n ,  t h e  v i s i b l e  church, r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t h e  
whole of d i v i n e  d o c t r i n e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l s o  on 
t h e  Lord 's  Supper, be honored t h e r e .  Switching 
t o  t h e  d a t e  1529, everybody knows t h e  words of  
t h e  Thi rd  A r t i c l e  : " . . , and preserves  it i n  union 
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Catechism: , .pure  s a i n t s ,  It is c a l l e d  toge-  
t h e r  by t h e  Holy S p i r i t  i n  one f a i t h ,  mind, and 
understanding.  , .Through it he ga the r s  u s ,  u s ing  
it t o  t each  and preach t h e  Word", I t  was d u ~ i n g  
those  Augsburg days t h a t  Luther  from t h e  Coburg i n  
h i s  "Vermahunug an d i e  Ge i s t l i chen f f  used t h e  terms 
of Schwabach, He l i s t s  " the  p i ecesu  ( s t u c k ) ,  which 
must be t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  t r u e  / r e c h t e n  7 C h r i s t i a n  
Church, which we d e a l  wi th  (FA 30" ;3c3). 

I n  back of  t h e  Martin Luther  more o r  l e s s  
contemporaneous with Augsburg 1530 is  t h e  Luther  
who broke through immeasurable s p i r i t u a l  o b s t a c l e s  
t o  become t h e  Reformer, I t  is  t h i s  " t o t a l  Luther  
h i t h e r t o "  who was f a i t h f u l l y  r e f l e c t e d  by Melan- 
chthon when he penned t h e  Confession, t h e  Luther  
whom God had made d i v i n e l y  c e r t a i n  of  abso lu t e  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f r e e l y  given by v i r t u e  of t h e  Word 
promising unl imi ted  grace  i n  C h r i s t  J e sus .  This  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of 1518 had involved h i s  g r e a t ,  
f i n a l  s t e p  beyond S t .  Augustine. The now adequate 
understanding of Rom. 1: 17 was accompanied a t  t h e  
same t ime by consc ious ly  s u b s t i t u t i n g  ! 'Scr ip ture  
Only" f o r  t h e  Pope 's  o r  Roman Church's a u t h o r i t y .  
From 1518 on t h e  " t r o i k a  of  C h r i s t  Only," t h e  
SOLA t h r e e  t imes  over one and in sepa rab l e ,  was 
a t  once i n  motion t o g e t h e r  -- even though t h e  
Pope and Counci ls  were s t i l l  a  s o r t  of nightmare 
f o r  t h e  Monk Martin f o r  more t han  a  y e a r ,  till he 
burned t h e  Pope 's  anathema and t h e  canon laws a t  
t h e  and of 1520. L u t h e r P s  a l t e r n a t i v e  was "vera  
e t  f a l s a  e c c l e s i a n .  The t r u e  church a s  it can 
be a s c e r t a i n e d  by t h e  Means of Grace, he t e l l s  
Ambrosius Cathar inus i n  1521, must "concordareH, 
agree,  n o t  i n  outward customs, bu t  i n  r ega rd  t o  
t h e s e  s i g n s ,  namely t h e  Means of  Grace, t h e  Gos- 
p e l ,  t h e  Bread - /Eo rd f s  supper/, and Baptism (WA 
720, 32 f f .  ). The a n t i c h r i s F ,  s e a t e d  i n  t h e  out-  
ward church, had long come i n t o  f u l l  view. J u s t  
because f r e e  grace  is  a b s o l u t e l y  c e n t r a l ,  t h e r e -  
f o r e  n o t  an i s o l a t e d  t e a c h i n g  concerning j u s t i -  

f i c a t i o n  provides  t h e  y a r d s t i c k  t o  d i s c e r n  whether 
God o r  Satan i s  t each ing ,  bu t  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
book of C h r i s t .  Even a s  i n  it eve ry th ing  i s  by 
God, as c h i e f  au tho r ,  connected wi th  t h e  c e n t e r  
C h r i s t  given i n  every S c r i p t u r e ,  s o  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  
p l a i n  wording seen  i n  i t s  genuine contex t  -- 
remember Rom. 1: 17 -- is  a t  once dec i s ive .  There 
is such a  t h i n g  as d i v i n e  f i x e d  wording, - i u s  - 

divinum, namely, t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  Even Rom. 16: 17 
is quick ly  c i t e d .  During t h e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  1519 
Leipz ig  Debate and t h e  Resolu t iones  Lutheraniae 
Luther  i n s i s t e d  on t h e  t o t a l  view of t h e  One Church 
of a l l  b e l i e v e r s  which, s i n c e  t h e  Word wi th  i t s  
Sacraments a lone  c r e a t e s ,  upholds ,  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  
and governs it, must never  be s l i g h t e d .  A s  t o  
v i s i b l e ,  p r a c t i c e d  church f e l l owsh ip ,  i t r  s given 
i t s  due by pure d o c t r i n e  unanimously confessed.  
I f  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e s  Lu the r ' s  p reaching  on 
t h e  Church reaches  i t s  peak i n  l u c i d ,  powerful 
p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  he never  dropped below t h a t  l e v e l  
l a t e r  on. This  is accu ra t e ly  r e f l e c t e d  i n  what 
our  foo tno te s  4 and 5  p r e s e n t ,  

I f  p o s s i b l e  t h e  r e a d e r  should compare i n  
" F e s t s c h r i f t  f u r  Gunter Dehnu, 1957, on pp. 145- 
166, t h e  a r t i c l e  "Zur Ents tehung von Luther f  s 
Kirchenbegriff  -- e i n  k r i t i s c h e r  B e i t r a g  zu dem 
gleichnamigen Aufstaz von Kar l  Holl" by Hans 
Joachim Iwand. -- J a r o s l a v  Pe l ikan  i n  "Luther 
f o r  an Ecumenical-Apef1 has-recognized on p. 203: 
"That p r i n c i p l e  /of Luther / ,  however, was n o t  
simply t h e  one wsich ~ a r n z k  i d e n t i f i e d ,  ' t h a t  
g race  and f a i t h  a r e  i n sepa rab ly  i n t e r r e l a t e d , '  bu t  
t h e  more s u b t l e  and complex one, t h a t  f a i t h  and 
t h e  Word a r e  i n sepa rab ly  i n t e r r e l a t e d ,  even and 
a l s o  i n  t h e  means of g race  ' f a i t h  b u i l d s  and i s  
founded on t h e  Word of God r a t h e r  t han  God's Word 
on f a i t h  ' . " Exact ly  . "Luther i scher  Rundblick" 
1957, pp. 102-115, reproduces t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of 
a  paper  presen ted  by t h e  p r e s e n t  w r i t e r  t o  theo-  
l og i ans  at  Arnoldshain on "Einhe i t  d e r  Kirche und 
I e n h e i t  d e r  Lehretf . This  p re sen t  at  i on ,  a f t e r  d i s -  
cus s ing  Augsburg Confession V I I / V I I I ,  i s  supple- 
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I f  p o s s i b l e  t h e  r e a d e r  should compare i n  
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mented by 5 pages of Luther d e f i n i t i o n s ,  A.  Ayal 
Uppala of Finland i n  Voli  65 No, 3  ( ~ u l y  1968) of 
"Wisconsin Lutheran Quarter ly"  presen ted  an a r t  i- 
c l e  on "It Is Enough - S a t i s  E s t H  with ch i e f  em- 
p h a s i s  d i r e c t e d  toward t h e  use of  "Gospeltt i n  
Augsburg V I I .  I t  abounds i n  i r r e f u t a b l e  quota- 
t i o n s  showing t h a t  t h e  Confessions be ing  of one 
mind wi th  d e t a i l e d  s t a t emen t s  of Lu the r ' s  have a t  
Augsburg and throughout demanded f u l l  d o c t r i n a l  
u n i t y ,  no l e s s .  Uppala f i n d s  it advantageous t o  
draw on Werner E l e r t f s  chap te r s  20 and 21  o f  
"Morphologie des  Luthertumsu (American e d i t i o n  
by CPH : "S t ruc tu re s  of Lutheranismtt) ,  -- Although 
Werner E l e r t  himself  n e i t h  r e l i s h e d  no r  t o t a l l y  
comprehended t h e  p r i v o t a l  f unc t ion  of  t h e  NOTAE 
of t h e  UNA SANCTA governed by S c r i p t u r e ,  he d i d  a  
sp l end id  job i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  unmi t iga ted  de- 
mand of pure  d o c t r i n e  involved i n  what Luther  t a u -  
ght  and what was a t  Augsburg summarized, H i s  # 20 
of Chapter I V  o f f e r s  a d d i t i o n a l  h e l p  i n  going back 
a l s o  t o  t h e  Ansbacher Anschlag of 1524, ( s .  German 
e d i t i o n  p. 232) where t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from t h e  h id-  
den t o t a l  church of Eph. 1 ( d i e  " a l l e i n  i n  eynig- 
k e i t  des glaubens versamlet  i s t g f )  t o  t h e  l o c a l  
church, charged t o  l i v e  up t o  Matt ,  18:  18-20 
( "eusse r l i che  , l e y b l i c h e  und sunde r l i che  /Tndivi- 
dua l  7 k i r c h e  und versammlungvf ) , i s  of t h e  same 
unl&ored s i m p l i c i t y  a s  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from # 1 
t o  # 2 i n  Augsburg V I I .  Another a i d  given by 
E l e r t  i s  h i s  r e f e r ence  t o  Albrecht  R i t s c h l f s  1876 
e s say  "Die Ent s tehung d e r  Luther i schen  Kirsheu 
(Ges. Augs. I ,  1893, p. 191) .  E l e r t  shows t h i s  
out  and out  L i b e r a l  (who t o t a l l y  r e j e c t e d  t h e  
v i c a r i o u s  S a t i s f a c t i o n  and s u b s t i t u t e d  a  S o c i a l  
Gospel ~ i n g d o m )  t o  have imputed a l l  conv ic t i on  of 
pure d o c t r i n e  having t o  r u l e  i n  t h e  outward 
church t o  Melanchthon, no t  Luther ,  But Melanch- 
thon h imse l f ,  R i t s c h l  b e l i e v e s ,  r e l e n t e d  i n  Augs- 
burg V I I  -- a l l  o f  which is  trumpery pure and s i m -  
p l e  ( s e e  E l e r t  German e d i t i o n  p. 235 f f . ) .  

4)  A f i n e  expos i t i on  by Luther  on Eph. 4: 1-6, t h e  
only s c r i p t u r e  passage quoted i n  Augsburg V I I  , 

is  e x t a n t  i n  a  sermon f o r  t h e  14 th  Sunday a f t e r  
T r i n i t y  o f f e r e d  by "Crucigers  Sommerpostil le",  
1544 (WA 22, 299 27-38 and 300 1-8; S t  L X I 1  
898 f . ,  ## 22-24). Covering a l l  main l i n e s  of  
Luther  s church d o c t r i n e s ,  s a l i e n t  s t  a t  ement s a r e  
t h e  fo l lowing:  "St. Pau l  shows and t eaches  which 
is  t h e  t r u e  / r e c h t e  7 C h r i s t i a n  Church and whereby 
it is t o  be ~ e c o g n i z ~ d ,  v i z . ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no more 
t han  one Church o r  People of God on e a r t h ,  which - 
has one and t h e  same lCerman only, "einerzey " / 
f a i t h ,  bapt ism,  one aTd t h e  same confess ion  of- 
God t h e  Fa the r ,  C h r i s t ,  e t c .  , and which j o i n t l y  
i n  one accord / e i n t r e c h t i g Z i c h  7 c l i n g s  t o  t h e  
same and i n  it. In  t hFs  church everyone 
must be  found ... who wants t o  be saved . . ,Therefore  
t h i s  u n i t y  of t h e  Church cannot be  c a l l e d  o r  be 
t h i s ,  v i z , ,  t o  have and t o  go by one and t h e  same 
outward government, law, o r  o rd inance ,  o r  church 
ceremonies. ,  ,For  t h i s  reason it is  c a l l e d  one 
holy Ca tho l i c  o r  C h r i s t i a n  Church, which te rm 
/ c a t h o l i c  7 s i g n i f i e s  one pure  and unadu l t e r a t ed  
doc t r i ne  OF t h e  Gospel and / o n e  and t h e  same 7 
outward confess ion  of t h e  same i n  a l l  p l a c e s  o f  
t h e  world and a t  a l l  t imes  -- i r r e s p e c t i v e  of 
whatever i n e q u a l i t y  and d i f f e r e n c e  t h e r e  may hap- 
pen t o  be o therwise ,  a s  t o  outward bod i ly  l i f e  
and outward o rde r s ,  customs, and ceremonies.  -- 
Contrar iwise t h o s e  who do not  l i v e  up t o  t h i s  un- 
i t y  of  d o c t r i n e  and f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t ,  bu t  cause 
d&is ions  and of fenses  con t r a ry  t o  t h e  same ( a s  
S t .  Pau l  s a y s ,  Rom. 16)  by t h e i r  d o c t r i n e s  of 
men and se l f -chosen  works, concerning which they  
h o t l y  contend and want t o  f o r c e  them on a l l  
C h r i s t i a n s ,  a r e  n o t  t h e  t r u e  /-rechte 7 Church 
of C h r i s t  nor  members thereof,. .For  wf;ich cause 
every one i s  i n  duty bound, by God's command, - t o  
avoid them - and shy away from them." - / our  t r a n s -  
l a t i o n  - / 

5 )  In  a  l e t t e r  t o  two p a s t o r s  of 1528 Luther  took 
r a d i c a l  an t  i-papism seve re ly  t o  t a s k ,  c a s t i g a t i n g  
t h e  c la im of e n t h u s i a s t  groups t h a t  eve ry th ing  
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r e j e c t e d .  A s  he does s o  o f t e n ,  he p o i n t s  ou t  even 
t h e  means of grace and t h e  B ib l e  t o  have come t h a t  
way t o  t h e  Reformers' c leansed  church. A t  t h e  
same t i m e  he demands regard  f o r  s o u l s  t o  be l i b e -  
r a t e d ,  no t  t o  be deprived of what t hey  s t i l l  have, 
Th i s ,  of course ,  would apply t o  t h e  e x t r i c a t i o n  
of c h i l d r e n  of God a l s o  from t h e  va r ious  t y p e s  of 
congrega t iona l  groups espousing En thus i a s t  t each-  
i ng .  What he d r i v e s  a t ,  he i l l u s t r a t e s  by means 
of  a s t o r y  of two s t u d e n t s  wi th  r a p i e r s ,  walking 
through t h e  dark Thuringian F o r e s t ,  A b e a r  met 
and s e i z e d  t h e  one. The o t h e r  s tabbed  a t  t h e  
b e a r  w i ld ly  and by mistake k i l l e d  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  
Lu the r ' s  comment i s  t h a t  "a c a r e f u l ,  modest s p i -  
rit i s  necessary ' '  t o  come t o  t h e  rescue  of b e l i e -  
v e r s  i n  C h r i s t  who outwardly got under A n t i c h r i s t  
o r  Babylonian r u l e  (Von d e r  Wiedertaufe an zwei 
P fa r rhe r r en ,  WA 26, 149; S t  L X V I I  219 f ) ,  

6 )  Against t h i s  type  of Lutheranism mixed wi th  mysti-  
cism hoping f o r  p rogress  by s c i e n c e ,  F ranc i s  P ie -  
p e r  j u s t l y  d i r e c t e d  h i s  t h r e e  tomes, a l though it 
may seem t h a t  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  he ought t o  have ana- 
l y sed  Descar te ,  t h e  E m p i r i c i s t s ,  and Kant, Outside 
of Missouri  even a man l i k e  Michael Reu was n o t  
t o t a l l y  disabused of p l a c i n g  t o o  much s tock  i n  
g r e a t  s u b j e c t i v e  German Lutherans.  This  i n  1938 
made him go a long  a l s o  wi th  t h e  P i t t s b u r g  Agreement. 
Your Eas te rn  schools  soon swung i n  t o  t r a v e l  a long  
Erlangen pa ths .  J a r o s l a v  Pe l ikan ,  i n  "From Luther  
t o  KierkegaardH, placed h imse l f  a t  t h e  head of  
Middle West Lutheranism's t a i l - e n d  f e a t  i n  t h e  pro- 
ce s s ion  moving back t o  Kantian "from man t o  manH 
and q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  l i n i n g  up wi th  contemporary 
c u l t u r e .  Members of t h e  S t .  Louis f a c u l t y ,  l a c -  
k ing  t h e  combination o f  dogmatical  and h i s t o r i c a l  
p e r c e p t i v i t y ,  fol lowed him f a r  t o o  r e a d i l y .  

I n  t h e  "Regis te r  zu D.F, Piepers  Dogmatik" 
(1928) t h e r e  i s  almost a q u a r t e r  of a page of en- 
t r i e s  on Schleiermacher ,  a l l  of  them impor tan t .  
But Adolf Hoenecke i n  h i s  f i r s t  volume goes t o  
g r e a t  p a i n s  t o  p re sen t  t h e  development of  t h e  1 9 t h  
century s choo l s  of r e l i g i o u s  thought .  However, 

mer i t o r ious  a s  it was t h a t  he t r e a t e d  d e t a i l e d  as-  
p e c t s  of t h e  development of  t h e  Prolegomena, he 
somehow was r a r e l y  bought and ha rd ly  e v e r  d i g e s t e d  
by Missourians.  Perhaps no t  even many Wisconsin 
men a s s i m i l a t e d  h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  p o i n t s .  

I n  1947 a group of  roughly 100,000 s o - c a l l e d  Ger- 
man Russians r ep re sen t ed  by an Oberpfar re r  Baumann 
and s e v e r a l  co l leagues  n e g o t i a t e d  wi th  Vice-Pres- 
i d e n t  Heinr ich Stal lmann,  D r .  K i r s t e n ,  and me a t  
t h e  Ka i se r s tuh l  of Heidelberg i n  t h e  presence  of 
a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  D r .  John W. Behnken. They 
wanted t o  j o i n  t h e  Ev. -Luth. Free Church on condi- 
t i o n  of having t h e  s a l a r i e s  of a number of p a s t o r s  
paid.  We a r r i v e d  a t  f u l l  d o c t r i n a l  agreement,  i n -  
c lud ing  a s sen t  t o  our  uEinigungssatze" .  A German- 
Hungarian group and o t h e r  e x i l e s  were wa i t i ng .  
I t  would have been a movement of  s e v e r a l  hundred 
thousand a c t u a l  churchgoers , al though s c a t t e r e d  
ac ros s  t h e  Fede ra l  Republ ic ,  e n t a i l i n g  no  doubt 
g r e a t  l o s s e s  i n  t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  organize .  S t i l l  
mul t i tudes  of c h i l d r e n  would have been saved f o r  
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ,  f o r  which t h e r e  was no hope 
i n  church less  atmosphere of t e r r i t o r i a l i s m ,  The 
money could no t  a t  once be r a i s e d  by our  s t r u g g l i n g  
congregat ions,  bu t  would have been only a t r i f l e  
compared wi th  what Missouri  a t  t h a t  t ime  was pour- 
i n g  i n t o  t h e  Bavarian church and o t h e r  t e r r i t o r i a l  
churches.  S t i l l  t h e r e  was no a c t i o n  from S t .  
Louis.  Thus Oberpfar re r  Baumann and f r i e n d s ,  
novices  t o  t h e  German s i t u a t i o n ,  were themselves ,  
t o g e t h e r  with t h e i r  p ious  groups, though reare$ 
i n  t h e  Catechism of Luther ,  pushed i n t o  i n j u r i o u s  

8) Everybody knows t h a t  t h e  210 North Broadway M i s -  
s i o n  Board has  been going a long  wi th  concept ions ,  
t h e  oppos i t e  of  t h e  former Confess iona l  p r i n c i p l e ,  
fol lowing C.T, C.T, i n  t w i s t i n g  Augsburg Confession 
V I I  and l i v i n g  by t h e  Mission a f f i r m a t i o n s .  A s  

r e s u l t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  only s t r a n g e  coopera t ive  
r k  going on, f o r  i n s t a n c e  i n  Mexico C i ty ,  bu t  
e f o r e i g n  mission c e n t e r s  a r e  be ing  d e l i v e r e d  



r e j e c t e d .  A s  he does s o  o f t e n ,  he p o i n t s  ou t  even 
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i n t o  f a l s e  ecumenism and w i l l  soon b e  i r r e t r i e v -  
ab ly  t i e d  up. F i r s t  t he  Japanese work was aban- 
doned t o  a  merger, n e x t  our  Ind i an  church was by 
D r .  Mart in  Luther  Kretzmann and o t h e r s  d i r e c t e d  
i n t o  v a r i o u s  ecumenical entanglements and has  now 
formal ly  app l i ed  f o r  membership i n  t h e  Lutheran 
World Federa t ion ,  even P r e s i d e n t  D r ,  3,  Preus 
t ak ing  no coun te rac t ion ,  A t  t h e  same time t h e  
once po ten t  Mother Synod cannot even send out  
mi s s iona r i e s  f o r  l a c k  of funds.  The German pro- 
f e s s o r  f o r  Missions a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of Tubingen, 
P.  Beyerhaus, i n  "Humanisierung - e i n z i g e  Hoffnung 
d e r  W e l t "  (1969) has  j u s t  po in ted  ou t  t h a t  a l l  
t he se  ecumenical s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  i n i m i c a l  t o  preach- 
i n g  C h r i s t  t o  l o s t  mankind, i n c r e a s i n g l y  s u b s t i -  
t u t i n g  f o r  Gospel work a  s y n c r e t i s t i c  humanism, 
I f  t h i s  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  goes on one wonders who 
can sa lvage  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of what was b u i l t  up 
on C a w ,  W a l t h e r v s  p r i n c i p l e s ,  Can Wisconsin do 
i t  o r  a  rea l ignment?  O r  is t h e r e  any hope a t  a l l  
of repentance i n  Missouri  headqua r t e r s?  

( ~ d .  note:  Lectures I I  and I I I  w i l l  appear i n  
next i s sue . )  

"LUTHERANISM AND THE DEFENSE OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH" 

D r .  J .  W .  Montgomery9s Volume I of Crisis i n  
Lutheran Theology w a s  publ ished by Baker Book House 
Company of Grand Rapids i n  1967. The undersigned 
reviewed t h i s  i n  The Lutheran Synod Quar ter ly ,  F a l l ,  
1967, pages 11-23. The review even tua l ly  reached t h e  
desk of D r .  Montgomery, who was a t  t h a t  t ime a v i s i -  
t i n g  p ro fes so r  i n  France. He k ind ly  wrote me a l e t -  
t e r ,  d i scuss ing  my review and r eques t ing  t h a t  h i s  

.d 

remarks be pub l i s h e d  i n  our  ~ u a r t ' e r l ~ .  Unfortunately 
t h e  l e t t e r  was missent ,  and when it  reached me I m i s -  
l a i d  i t ,  s i n c e  a t  t h a t  t ime t h e r e  was no room i n  t h e  
forthcoming Quar t e r ly  t o  pub l i sh  it. Af te r  a r e g r e t -  
t a b l e  long de lay ,  I  am pleased  t o  publ i sh  it f o r  s tudy 

by our  readers .  

I would u rgen t ly  recommend a l l  readers  t o  pur- 
chase D r .  Montgomery's Crisis i n  Lutheran Theology, 
Volume I ( o r  b e t t e r  y e t ,  both Glumes)  , and a l s o  t o  
ge t  t h e  F a l l ,  1967, The Lutheran Synod Quar ter ly ,  
copies  o f  which a re  s t i l l  ava i l ab le .  This ma te r i a l  
w o h d  se rve  as exce l l en t  background, n o t  only f o r  
understanding D r .  Montgomery's l e t t e r ,  bu t  a l s o  f o r  
t h e  Reformation Lectures he  w i l l  d e l i v e r  a t  Bethany 
Lutheran College, Mankato, Minnesota, October 29 and 
30, 1970. The genera l  theme of these  l e c t u r e s  w i l l  
be,  "Lutheranism and t h e  Defense of  t h e  Chr i s t i an  
Fa i th .  " 

In  my review I r a i s e d  two po in t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
t o  which Prof .  Montgomery makes re ference  i n  h i s  l e t -  
t e r :  I f e l t  a l i t t l e  uneasy wi th  some of  t h e  termi-  
nology used i n  h i s  essay,  "The Law's t h i r d  use: 
Sanc t i f i ca t ion . "  Secondly, I expressed some m i s -  
g ivings regard ing  t h e  use of a n a l y t i c a l  philosophy 
f o r  t h e  defense of orthodox C h r i s t i a n i t y .  

D r .  Montgomery's remarks fol low: 

I hope t h a t  I do n o t  imply i n  Essay V t h a t  t h e  
Law has  t h e  power t o  s a n c t i f y .  I in tended  t o  
make c l e a r  t h a t  without  t h e  Law s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  ... - 

i s  impossible  ( i , e . ,  t h e  Law is  a necessary  
cond i t i on  f o r  t h e  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  of  s i n n e r s ) ,  
bu t  from t h i s  it does n o t  fo l low t h a t  t h e  Law is  
a  s u f f i c i e n t  cond i t i on  f o r  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n ,  Only 
t h e  a c t i v e  power of  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  produces t h e  
s a n c t i f i e d  l i f e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  a  c l o s e  r ead ing  
of my Essay V w i l l  show t h a t  I do i n  f a c t  s e t  
f o r t h  t h i s  con fe s s iona l  viewpoint  c l e a r l y .  Logi- 
c a l l y ,  o f  course ,  a  cond i t i on  f o r  something is  
n o t  t h e  equ iva l en t  of  t h e  mot iva t ing  agent i n  
t h e  ach iev ing  of it. Without a road-map I might 
never  g e t  t o  a c i t y  I am seeking ,  though t h e  power 
t o  ~ e t  t h e r e  r e s i d e s  i n  my automobile.  The map - 
i s  the Law and t h e  automobile i s  t h e  H.S. working 
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through t h e  Word; t h e  c i t y  i s  t h e  realm of s a n c t i -  
f i c a t i o n ,  

Now a s  t o  t h e  re levance  of a n a l y t i c a l  philosophy 
f o r  orthodox C h r i s t i a n i t y .  You a r e  q u i t e  r i g h t  
t h a t  most p r a c t i c i n g  a n a l y t i c a l  ph i losophers  a r e  
non-Chris t ian;  but  I maintain t h a t  t h i s  i s  no t  
because of t h e i r  v e r i f i c a t i o n  technique -- it i s  
i n  s p i t e  of  i t ,  They have simply not  app l i ed  t h e i r  
philosophy t o  orthodox C h r i s t i a n i t y .  They have 
assumed t h a t  i n  ( v a l i d l y )  knocking down va r ious  
shades of  l i b e r a l i s m ,  they  have destroyed meaning- 
f u l  C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f ,  We orthodox have a ided  and 
a b e t t e d  t h i s ,  a s  a  mat te r  of f a c t ,  by our  n e u r o t i c  
f e a r  of l lphilosophytf -- t h e  f e a r  t h a t  t o  reason  
i n  beha l f  of t h e  f a i t h  i s  r e a l l y  t o  deny f a i t h .  
Lutherans e s p e c i a l l y  have been o b s c u r a n t i s t s  i n  
t h i s  regard ;  they  have assumed t h a t  Luther opposed 
t h e  unregenerate  misuse of reason ( s e e  B .  A ,  Ger- 
r i s h ,  Grace and Reason, Oxford Univers i ty  P r e s s ,  ---- 
which s t u d i e s  t h i s  i s s u e  i n  d e t a i l ) ,  Not only 
can t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  a t t e s t i n g  our  Lord ' s  
d e i t y  be v e r i f i e d ,  bu t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  p laced  
on t h e s e  f a c t s  by H i m  and by H i s  immediate f o l l o -  
wers can be shown t o  provide t h e  only s a t i s f a c t o r y  
explana t ions  of t h e s e  f a c t s  ; i, e ,  , both b i b l i c a l  
f a c t  and b i b l i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  
p o s i t i v e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  t e s t s .  I n  s e v e r a l  of  my 
o the r  wr i t i ngs  I have shown conc re t e ly  how such 
v e r i f i c a t i o n  can be c a r r i e d  out .  I would espec- 
i a l l y  suggest  t h a t  t h e  fo l lowing  m a t e r i a l s  be 
consul ted  i n  t h i s  connection: 

"History & C h r i s t i a n i t y "  (His Magazine o f f p r i n t ,  
a v a i l a b l e  from Repr in ts  , 4605 Sherwood, 
Downers Grove, I l l i n o i s  60515)' 

The 'Is God Dead?' Controversey (Grand Rapids,  
Mich.: Zondervan Publ i sh ing  House), espe- 
c i a l l y  Chap. 111. 

"The Theologian 's  C r a f t :  A Discussion of  Theory 
Formation and Theory Tes t ing  i n  Theologyu, 
Concordia Theological  Monthly, February, 1966. 

Y"ward a  C h r i s t i a n  Philosophy of  His tory  ,lf i n  
Ca r l  F. H .  Henry's J e sus  of Nazareth: Saviour  
and Lord ( Grand Rapids,  Mich , : Eerdmans 
Publ i sh ing  Company). 

"The Relevance of S c r i p t u r e  Today," i n  M e r r i l l  
Tenneyts The Liv ing  Word of  Revelat ion ( f o r t h -  
coming from Zondervan Publ i sh ing  House). 

"Gordon Clark s Philosophy of His toryr1 ,  i n  t h e  
forthcoming F e s t s c h r i f t  f o r  Clark publ i shed  
by P resby te r i an  and Reformed Publ i sh ing  Com- 
pany, Nut l e y ,  New Je r sey .  

" T i l l i c '  's Philosophy of  His tory ,"  i n  t h e  l a t e s t  
i s s u e  of Lutheran Scholar ,  

I have no doubts t h a t  a n a l y t i c a l  philosophy i s  cap- 
ab le  of  misuse a t  t h e  hands of  orthodox C h r i s t i a n s  
( a s  is  any good t h i n g  i n  t h i s  s i n f u l  world) ; but  
I s e r i o u s l y  ques t ion  whether we Luthera.ns a r e  going 
t o  make t h i s  mistake.  Our more u s u a l  e r r o r  i s  t o  
shy away from any use of new ideas  f o r  f e a r  t h a t  
we w i l l  compromise t h e  Gospel -- and maybe t h i s  
is  w h -  our  younger genera t ions  of t h e o l o g i c a l  
s tuden t s  s o  f r equen t ly  go t o  t h e  o t h e r  extreme and 
f a l l  i n t o  h e r e s i e s  of one kind and another ,  I am 
i n  f avo r  of us ing  t o  t h e  h i l t  and ad majorem 
gloriam Dei a l l  t r u t h  -- and I t r y o  g ive  my 
Students  confidence i n  working with new ideas  s o  
t h a t  i n  contemporary t l re levancelr  they  s t a n d  second 
t o  none, and l i kewise  i n  d o c t r i n a l  s o l i d i t y ,  f o r  * 

they  become capable of  maturely d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  
the  good from t h e  bad i n  contemporary thought .  
The two bugaboos I con t inua l ly  f i g h t  a r e  : t h e  
t h e o l o g i c a l  l i b e r a l i s m  t h a t  a l lows t h e  Word of 
God t o  be e a t e n  up by unsound contemporary th ink-  
ing ;  and t h e  o b s c u r a n t i s t  orthodoxy t h a t  f e a r s  t o  
incorpora te  t h e  b e s t  of  modern thought  i n  t h e  
defence and proclamation o f  t h e  f a i t h .  

P r o f ,  B. W, Teigen 
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CORRECTIONS 
for 

Reformati on Lecture I 

p. 1, add " 1969" t o  the date in the second line of 
the Author's Note 

p .  6 ,  line 7 from the bottom, insert "related" be- 
fore " t o  a body" 

p.  21,  line 5, "deviated" for "deviates" - - 

p. 23, line 2 ,  "unflinchingt' for "flinching" 

p. 31, line 16, delete "work" 

p. 42, line 24, insert "(Konvent)" af ter  "Convent" 
Q 

5 

; p. 48, line 9, delete "the" 

p. 50, line 10, insert " to"  before "this day" 
4 

p. 52, line 2 ,  "centers" - for "center" 

i p. 56, line 22,  insert "Second Print," af ter  
I S 

S 
"edi t i  on" 

I 
p. 58, line 14 of f.n. #6, insert a comma af ter  

"processiongt 

p. 59 line 4 from the bottom, capitalize the "A" 
in "affirmations" 




